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Lesson Plan

Teaching Objectives:

By the end of the class, you are expected to:

1. analyze the content of an argumentative essay according to the stylistic features,
including arguments, evidence and argumentation methods;

2. summarize the author’s views and attitudes based on the examples in the text;
deeply understand the relationship between language and mind, and share the
impact of foreign language learning on individuals based on personal

experiences.

Teaching Procedures:
I. Pre-reading

Interactive Activity 1: Brainstorming possible functions of mind

*T: Ask students to brainstorm possible functions of mind.

*Ss: Brainstorm the possible functions of mind and answer the question.

Purpose: To introduce the topic and inspire students to think about

functions of mind

Guided Question:
What are the functions of mind?

Interactive Activity 2: Getting started with possible benefits of learning a

language



*T: Ask students to answer the question on possible benefits of learning a language

*Ss: Think and answer the question.

Purpose: To inspire students to think about the benefits of learning a

language.

Guided Question:

Based on your experience, how can learning a language benefit you?

I1. While-reading

Interactive Activity 3: Skimming the passage for the main idea

*T: Guide students to skim the title and introduction and answer the question.

*Ss: Skim the title and introduction, and predict the main idea of the passage.

Purpose: To lead students to skim and predict the main idea of the passage

Guided Question:
What’s the passage mainly about?

Interactive Activity 4: Scanning the passage to find out the writer’s perspective.

*T: Guide students to scan the passage with questions.

*Ss: Scan the text and figure out the author’s perspective.

Purpose: To lead students to identify the author’s point in the text

Guided Questions:
1.  What’s the long debatable question?

2. How does the writer prove her viewpoint on the question?

Interactive Activity 5: Digging in: Read the first paragraph and find out

different attitudes towards the question.

*T: Guide students to read the first paragraph with questions.

*Ss: Read the first paragraph and figure out the answers to the questions.

Purpose: To lead students to find out different perspectives on the question




Guided Questions:
1. Do people have the same answer to the question: does the language we speak shape
the way we think?

2. What’s the writer’s answer?

Interactive Activity 6: Digging in: Read the first example and understand the

claim and example pattern.

*T: Get students to think why Kuuk Thaayorre only has cardinal directions.
*Ss: Read the second paragraph, think about the question, and share their ideas in

pairs.

Purpose: To help students understand and experience language’s influence on

Kuuk Thaayorre’s spatial cognition

Guided Question:
How does the use of Kuuk Thaayorre language affect the way its speakers think?

Interactive Activity 7: Digging in: Read the second supporting example and

summarize the claim and the example.

*T: Get students to find out the reason why Russian speakers are faster in color
recognition than English speakers.

*Ss: Read and try to come up with their own assumptions.

Purpose: To help students recognize language’s influence on Russians’ visual

cognition

Guided Questions:
1. What’s the claim?
2. How do Russian and English affect the way their speakers think about colors?

Interactive Activity 8: Digging in: Read the third supporting example and

summarize the claim and example.

*T: Get students to figure out why English speakers and Spanish speakers choose
different expressions when describing the accident.

*Ss: Read the corresponding paragraph and discuss the guided question in pairs.

Purpose: To help students experience the language’s influence on deductive

cognition




Guided Questions:

1. What’s the claim?

2. Which expression will you choose to describe the accident?

3. How do Spanish and English affect the way their speakers think about blame and

punishment?

Interactive Activity 9: Digging in: Read the last two paragraphs and find out the

writer’s conclusion.

*T: Get students to identify what influence language has on the way people think.

*Ss: Identify the adjectives and answer the question.

Purpose: To help students conclude the supporting examples back to the main

idea

Guided Question:

How does language shape the way we think?

I11. Post-reading
Interactive Activity 10: Discussing and categorizing more quotes on the

relationship between language and mind

*T: Ask students to discuss and categorize more quotes on the relationship between
language and mind.

*Ss: Discuss and categorize the quotes in Exercise I1I.

Purpose: To guide students to further understand the relationship between

language and mind

Interactive Activity 11: Discussing the real-life examples in groups

*T: Ask students to discuss how Chinese and English shape the way they think.

*Ss: Discuss and come up with their own examples.

Purpose: To inspire students to express their views on the relationship between

language and mind with their real-life experiences

Guided Question:
Has learning or using English changed the way you see the world? Can you give us



some examples?

IV. Assignments

1. Read the excerpt from the lecture to explore more language’s influences on the way
people think and complete the table.

2. Watch the whole lecture and finish the exercise. (Optional)



