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Lesson Plan
Teaching Objectives:
By the end of this class, students will be able to:
1. chronologically order the major events in the history of the Grand Canal;
2. locate detailed information of the canal according to different historical periods;
3. analyse how the role of the canal changed over the history and how the canal impacted our
country.
Procedures:

I. Warming-up activity : Identifying great infrastructure achievements in Chinese history

*T: Show students a few pictures of great ancient engineering projects in Chinese history.
Ask Ss to recognize them in English and elicit the target project in this class.
*Ss: Try naming the infrastructure projects in English.

Purpose: To get familiar with the topic, remove the vocabulary barriers.

Guided question:

Can you recognize and name the ancient Chinese engineering projects in the pictures?

II. Activity 1: Reading for the gist of the passage

*T: Ask students to read the introductory part of the passage and help them figure out what
will be mainly covered in the passage.

*Ss: Read the introduction and locate the key words.

*T: Ask students to read Para. 1 before exploring further.

*Ss: Read the paragraph and answer questions.

Purpose: To make out what will be talked about before reading the main part and lay a
foundation for better understanding by obtaining the basic information of the Grand
Canal.

Guided questions:
1. What information about the Grand Canal are you going to find out in the text?
2. How many provinces and river systems does it cover?

3. Is the Grand Canal now world famous? Why?

III. Activity 2: Skimming for the main ideas of each paragraph



*T: Present the part divisions and the subheadings at random order and ask students to
match them correctly after they skim Para.2-8.

*Ss: Skim Para.2-8 and do the match work in pairs.

*T: Draw a conclusion based on the information that the Grand Canal took shape slowly and
gradually over the history.

Purpose: To arrange the major events in the development of the canal, preparing the
students for further understanding and analysing.

Guided question:
Can you work out what each part of the passage is mainly about?
Part Para. Subheading
1 2-3 The Initial Construction
2 4-5 A Major Change
3 6-7 A Busy Waterway
4 8 The Canal Today

IV. Activity 3: Scanning for the specific information of each historical period

*T: Hand out paper cuttings to each group. Have Ss work together to match three categories
for each historical period correctly.

*Ss: Read Para.2-8 carefully and match the paper cuttings according to the information from
the text.

*T: Raise a few questions to guide the students to understand why the canal was built and
what roles it played in history.

*Ss: Discuss the questions in groups and share their ideas in class.

Purpose: To sort out detailed information in the construction of the canal and analyse
the functions of the canal.

Guided questions:

1. Can you work in groups and match three categories of information for each historical period?

Historical period What happened to the canal? What was its function?
Spring and construction ~ began, linked | to transport goods and
Autumn period different rivers military supplies
Sui dynasty rebuilt and connected old | to speed its flow

waterways, damaged in wars

Ming dynasty restored to transport grain and salt
from south to north;
cotton, wool, coal, flour,
precious stones and dried
meat from north to south

Today still in use to divert water from south
to north




2. Why was the canal built?
3. Can you discuss in groups to figure out what roles it played in history?

V. Activity 4: Simulating a tutor-student dialogue

*T: Present a context in which a pair of students act respectively as a primary student and a
tutor. The student is doing a research project on the Grand Canal with a question list(one of
the three types) at hand. The tutor will discuss the student’s questions while answering

him/her.

class.

*Ss: Apply what they have learned about the Grand Canal to a simulated dialogue.
*T: Ask a few pairs to present their dialogues to the whole class.

Purpose: To encourage students to review and apply what they have learned in the

Guided questions: (Every pair will randomly get a type of questions.)

TYPE 1

TYPE 2

TYPE 3

1. Who started
constructing the canal and
when ?

2. What do you think was
his contribution in history?
3. How and why did the
role of the canal change
over time?

1. What changes did the
canal experience in the Sui
dynasty?

2. Why do you think
people made such changes
then?

3. How did the role of the
canal change in the Ming
dynasty? Why?

1. What happened to the
canal in the Ming dynasty?
2. How did the change in
the Ming dynasty impact
the country as a whole?

3. Does it make sense to
protect the canal today?
Why?

VI. Assignment:

Students are required to write an essay of about 120 to 150 words with the help of the questions

discussed in class.






