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Lesson Plan

By the end of this period, the students are expected to:

1. have a general idea and organization of the passage by skimming and figure out the
general features of an argumentative writing by scanning;

2. identify people’s different attitudes towards zoos based on the details and understand
some words by using context clues;

3. raise the awareness of animal rights and take the responsibility.



Procedures

Pre-reading

Activity 1: Getting started

<>

<>
<>

Teacher: Direct students’ attention to the three pictures, ask them to discuss the two questions
on text page 20 and share answers with the class.
Students: Answer the two questions and share answers with the class.

Purpose: To introduce the topic.

Guided questions:

1.

Where do these animals live? (Possible answers: zoos, animal protection base, nature reserve,
breeding base of giant pandas.)

How do they probably feel?

How does the monkey look? What might it be thinking? How are the baby pandas treated? Do
you think they are well looked after? How are the elephants feeling? Do you think they enjoy

living in the wild?

Activity 2: Brainstorming

<>
<>

<>

Teacher: Have students brainstorm opinions on the zoo and write them down.

Students: Talk freely about the zoos from the perspective of humans and animals; list and
classify different opinions raised by themselves.

Purpose: To stimulate students’ reading interests and activate their prior background

knowledge.

Guided questions:

1. Have you ever visited a zoo? Do you like visiting a zoo?

2. What do you think of the current living condition of animals?

While-reading

Activity 3: Predicting

<>

<>
¢

Teacher: Have students look at the title of the text, guess the meaning of either “cruel” or
“caring”, guess the author’s viewpoint, and predict the reasons that the author is going to
state in the text.

Students: Guess the meaning of the words and the author’s viewpoint.

Purpose: To have students practice predicting strategy.

Guided questions:

1. What do the two words mean, “cruel” and “caring”?

2. Can you guess the author’s viewpoint? What reasons might the author provide?

Activity 4: Skimming

<>

Teacher: Ask students to skim the text to figure out the type of writing and to divide the




text into several parts. Have students get the author’s viewpoint.

< Students: Skim the text to get the type of writing, organization and the author’s attitude.

< Purpose: To check students’ prediction and get the main idea and the structure of the text.

Guided questions:
1. What is the type of the text?
2. How many parts can the text be divided into? What is each part about?

3.  What is the author’s attitude towards zoos?

Activity 5: Scanning

< Teacher: Ask students to read one paragraph after another, answer some questions and
guess the meaning of some words by using context clues.

< Students: Read the paragraphs and answer the questions. Find out the reasons for people’s
different attitudes to zoos, and understand the meanings of the new words by using context
clues.

<> Purpose: To help students to better understand the text and learn new words by using

context clues.

Guided questions:

1. Can you guess the meaning of each underlined word? Can you find out the context clues?

2.  Why do many people think that zoos are cruel? What is the greatest concern about zoos? What are
the differences between a zoo and a wildlife park? (Paragraph 2)
Why can a trip to the zoo be an educational experience? (Paragraph 3)

4. What adjectives and adverbs show the author’s attitude? (Paragraph 4)

Activity 6: Comprehending

<> Teacher: Ask students to complete the table on Page 22 by making inferences about the
author’s opinions towards zoos based on the given details.

< Students: Complete the table and make inferences.

< Purpose: To help students further understand the passage and think critically.

Guided questions:
1. Which sentences in the chart are the facts and what are the opinions?
2. How does the author list facts or supporting evidence for each of the claims?

3. What is the author’s opinion according to the details in the chart?

1. Post-reading
Activity 7: Role play

< Teacher: Ask students to discuss in pairs, voice their own views towards zoos, and list the

views according to the side they take (the pro side or the con side.)

< Students: Discuss with peers and brainstorm the supporting evidence in relation to the views.




Prepare for the role play “Zoos are (not) a good thing”.
< Purpose: To help students reflect on the negative and positive aspects of zoos and learn to see

things from a different perspective.

Guided questions:
1. What is your attitude towards zoos?
2. Apart from what the author has mentioned, what other information can be used to support your

opinion?

Activity 8: Presentation

< Teacher: Ask students to role play in pairs and make brief comments based on the checklist.
< Students: Present and make comments based on the checklist.

<> Purpose: To guide students to voice their own opinions by following examples and to raise

their awareness of animals’ rights and cooperation.

Homework:
1. Read the text aloud three times by following the recording and pay attention to the stress, pause
and tones.

2. Finish the crossword exercise (Section A) on Page 17 in the workbook.





