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Lesson Plan
By the end of the lesson, the students are expected to:
get the main idea of the radio programme and the speaker’s opinion;
2. discuss the possible solutions to the problem animals face and raise the awareness of
animal protection;
3. grasp the key information of the first documentary clip and retell the story based on the

notes.

Procedures:
I. Leadin:
Activity 1: Lead in the topic.

< Teacher: Get students to look at the pictures on page 26, and tell what it is about. Have
students brainstorm the activities that a real animal lover will get involved in.

< Students: Look at the picture and express their opinions. Discuss with group members the
different activities.

< Purpose: To set the scene and activate students’ prior knowledge about animal lovers.

Guided questions:
1. Who are the people in the photo and what are they doing?
2. Do you know anyone in your life who loves animals? Can you share his or her story with

the class?

II. Listening: ’m a Real Animal Lover (Radio programme)

Activity 2: Make predictions.

< Teacher: Have students take a quick look at the listening tasks and make predictions.
< Students: Read the title and listening tasks and predict the content.
< Purpose: To lead students to practice the predicting skills and get them prepared for the

listening task.

Guided questions:
1.  What do you want to know from the title?
2. According to the listening task, what will the speaker talk about?

Activity 3: Practice listening.

<> Teacher: Have students listen to the audio and do Activities II and III, and then check
answers. (Remind them to pay close attention to the different life periods mentioned in
the audio. Play the audio again if necessary.)

< Students: Listen to the audio, take notes selectively and do Activities II and III.

< Purpose: To lead students to practice listening for specific information and check their

predictions.




Guided questions:

1.
2.
3.

What did the speaker get involved in when he was a child/when he was older/now?

Have you read any books on animals? What can you learn from the books?

Have you observed wild animals or gone on a safari? What kind of experience will a
safari offer?

Do you like animal documentaries? Why or why not?

What are the speaker’s concerns about animals?

What should we do to solve the problem according to the speaker?

Activity 4: Discuss the organization of the information and the problem mentioned in the

radio programme.

<>

<>

Teacher: Have students discuss with peers the purpose of the radio programme and the
way information is organized. Ask students to work out the solutions to the problem
raised by the speaker.

Students: Discuss with peers the purpose and the features of the text. List some solutions
to the problem.

Purpose: To deepen students’ understanding of the audio (text) as a whole and help to

increase their awareness of animal protection.

Guided questions:

1.
2.
3.

What is the purpose of the radio programme?

How does the speaker draw the attention of the listeners?

How does the speaker organize the information about the activities? In what order is the
information organized?

What other measures can be taken to help solve the problem that many animals are in

danger of dying out?

III. Viewing task: Animal Heroes

Activity 5: Brainstorm.

<>

<>
<>

Teacher: Ask students to brainstorm the reasons why an animal might be called a hero
and encourage them to share their ideas with the class.

Students: Discuss with group members and list the reasons.

Purpose: To activate students’ background knowledge and prepare them for the viewing

task.

Guided questions:

1.

2.

What kinds of animals are most likely to be heroes? (Teacher provides some photos about
animal heroes.)

Have you watched any movies or TV documentaries about heroic animals?




Activity 6: Make predictions.

<>
¢
¢

Teacher: Ask students to take a quick look at the viewing tasks and predict the content.
Students: Read the viewing tasks and make predictions.
Purpose: To encourage students to use prediction as a strategy to better grasp the key

information.

Guided questions:

1.
2.
3.

What might the story be about?
Who might be involved in the story?
What happened on 11 Sept. 2001?

Activity 7: Practice viewing and listening.

<>

<>
<>

Teacher: Play the video and remind students to take down the key information while
listening. Play the video again if necessary. Check answers in class.
Students: Watch video clip 1 and fill in the blanks in the table with the key information.

Purpose: To lead students to practice taking notes selectively and check their predictions.

Guided questions:

1.
2.

Who is the story about?

What does the hero look like? What’s the breed of the dog? What kind of fur does she
have?

Where did it happen?

What did the animal hero do?

Activity 8: Discuss the qualities the animal hero displayed.

<>

<>
<>

Teacher: Ask students to discuss with peers the qualities Salty has and retell the story
based on the notes. Call on one or two students to share the story with the class.

Students: Retell the story to peers based on the notes.

Purpose: To offer students food for thought and encourage them to practice retelling the

story by combining the wh- / how elements.

Guided questions:

1.
2.
3.

What do you think of Salty? What qualities does Salty possess?
What might have happened without Salty?

Can you retell the story and make comments on it?

IV. Homework

1.
2.
3.

Watch video clip 2 and complete the table with the information.
Finish Listening and Viewing Exercises in the workbook on Page 19.
Read “Culture Link” on Page 27 and complete the table. List some idioms or expressions

about dogs and cows in English and Chinese, and figure out their meanings.




Views towards dogs

The US and the UK

Saudi Arabia & Iran

China

Views towards cows

India

Australia

China

Idioms or expressions about dogs and cows
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