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Lesson Plan

By the end of the period, the students are expected to:

1. clarify the general structure of an opinion paragraph by analyzing the model
essay;

2. be able to contribute ideas to the discussion and see things from a different
perspective;

3. write an opinion paragraph by employing the writing strategy of using cohesive

devices.

Procedures:
Speaking
Activity 1: initiate the topic

< Teacher: set a real-world situation and ask questions on feeding homeless cats to
lead in the topic

< Students: brainstorm by answering the questions

<> Purpose: to help students be involved in the real-world situation and activate
their thinking.

Activity 2: discuss on feeding homeless cats

< Teacher: ask questions to guide students to dig in the possible reasons and results
of feeding homeless cats.

< Students: discuss the pros and cons of feeding homeless cats in groups of four;




classify the possible answers into two categories that are either for or against the
issue and supplement more supporting details.
< Purpose: to inspire students to consider the topic more deeply and critically;

develop the ability to integrate information.

Guided questions:

1. If you were a student of Lan Shan School, will you feed homeless cats on campus?
Why? Why not?

2. [Instruction] Let’s classify the possible answers into two categories and decide

whose opinion is closer to yours.

II. Writing

Activity 3: read the model essay and learn the writing strategy

<> Teacher: raise questions to help students analyze the model essay and learn the
writing strategies.

<> Students: read the model essay, answer some questions and refine the writing
material.

<> Purpose: to help students refine the model essay and get a general idea how

to state their opinions on the certain topic.

Guided questions:

1. [Instruction] Underline the topic sentence of this paragraph.

2. How does the writer support his opinion?

3. What are the supporting details?

4. [Instruction] Circle the words and expressions that hold the text together and

connect ideas.

Activity 4: analyze and complete the checklist

<> Teacher: help students review the writing strategies.

< Students: study how ideas are linked, how different parts of it fit together and
complete the checklist.

<> Purpose: to help students to clarify the general outline of the paragraph;

self-examine whether they have sufficient details to support the thesis statement.

Guided question:

Can you fill in the blanks after we study the model essay?

Activity 5: write and self-evaluate the opinion paragraph




Teacher: initiate a writing activity and self-assessment for students.

Students: draft an opinion paragraph on feeding homeless cats on campus and
modify the paragraph by referring to the checklist.

Purpose: to guide students to self-examine whether they make clear the
thesis statement and organize the supporting details in logical order and

make preparation for the further revision.

Guided questions:

1. [Instruction] Draft your opinion paragraph on feeding homeless cats on campus in
70 to 90 words.

2. [Instruction] Here is a checklist for self-assessment that mainly focuses on
structure. Evaluate your writing according to the checklist.

< Teacher: initiate the peer review.

< Students: grade each member’s work on the basis of “Rubrics for Peer Review”.

<> Purpose: to help students regulate the content, structure and sentence
coherence.

Guided question:

[Instruction] Here is a checklist for peer review. Besides structure, it focuses on

language. Evaluate your partner’s writing according to the checklist.

I11. Speaking

Activity 6: present the model essay

<>
<>

<>

Teacher: inspire students to present the essay.
Students: have a short discussion, present a model essay among the group to the
whole class and make a brief comment on it based on the checklist.

Purpose: to develop students’ ability to reflect on what they have learned.

Guided question:

Can you present one of the essays among your group and other group members make

a brief comment on it?

IV. Homework:

1. Have an open discussion from the perspective of animals and make a list of

possible answers.

2. Polish your paragraph and make it a complete argumentative essay.






