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Lesson Plan

By the end of this period, students will be able to:

1. make predictions about the attendees and the content of the speech and get the structure of the
speech by scanning the beginning and the ending of the text;

2. infer the messages the speech expresses by comparing some details in the speech;

3. develop critical thinking ability through a group discussion on the nature of literature .

Procedures:
I. Reading Preparation

® Interactive Activity 1: Review the basic information about Dylan.

*Teacher: Play a short clip of “Blowin in the wind” and ask students to talk about Bob Dylan based on




what they have learned in the last period and what they have done in their homework.

*Students: Answer the teacher’s questions according to the information they’ve learned about Bob
Dylan.

*Purpose: To activate students’ prior knowledge about Bob Dylan.

Guided Questions:
v" What is Bob Dylan?
v" What messages are conveyed in his songs?

® Interactive Activity 2: Read the title and predict the purpose and the content of this speech.

*Teacher: Show students the introduction to the Nobel Prize. Present a picture of a banquet following
the award ceremony of the Nobel Prize and guide students to understand the meaning of “banquet”.
Ask students to guess the identities of attendees and predict the main content of the speech.

*Students: Read the introduction; guess the meaning of “banquet” according to the picture; predict the
target audience and the main content of the speech.

*Purpose: To help students get the background of this speech and better predict its content.

Guided Questions:
v' Who are the targeted audience?
v' What is Bob Dylan going to talk about?

I1. Reading Reproduction

® Interactive Activity 3: Read through the text and get the general structure of the speech by
finishing the outline.

*Teacher: Ask students to read through the text and complete the outline by writing the number of
paragraphs in the blanks.

*Students: Read through the text and complete the outline.

*Purpose: To help students get the general structure of this speech.

Guided Questions: How many parts can the speech be divided into? How would you divide it?

® Interactive Activity 4: Read Para.3-4 and explore Bob Dylan’s feelings conveyed in the
speech.

*Teacher: Guide students to figure out the implied feelings behind many words and sentences through
translation, analysis of sentence patterns and figures of speech.

*Students: Read Para. 2-3 and try to use adjectives to describe Bob’s feelings after learning that he had
won the Nobel Prize for literature.

*Purpose: To help students understand Bob Dylan’s feelings in this speech.

Guided Question: What feelings does Bob Dylan show in his speech?

® Interactive Activity 5: Read the rest of the speech and figure out what Bob Dylan thinks of
his songs by finding the common points between songs and giants’ literary works, and
between Bob Dylan and Shakespeare.

*Teacher: Ask students to think over the speaker’s intention of mentioning Shakespeare and to infer his




views on receiving the award.

*Students: Find out similarities between Bob Dylan and Shakespeare and infer his reply to whether his
songs are literature.

*Purpose: To help students confirm Bob Dylan’s view that he deserves such a great honor by
comparison.

Guided Questions:

v" Why does Bob Dylan mention Shakespeare?

v" In his opinion, what do he and Shakespeare have in common?

v What does Bob Dylan think of the giants’ literary works and his songs?
v What kind of person is Bob Dylan?

III. Food for thought

® Interactive Activity 6: Discuss and share views on whether Dylan’s songs are literature.

*Teacher: Guide students to discuss the question within a group of four.

*Students: Discuss with group members and focus on one of the following aspects — lyrics of his songs,
messages in his songs, his musical influence and your understanding of literature.

*Purpose: To help students go over what’s learnt in class and think critically about the nature of
literature.

Guide Question: Do you think Bob Dylan’s songs are literature? Why or why not?

IV. Homework

1. Read the text of Reading B fluently;

2. Work in groups of four and collect two artists’ information in different aspects concerning the
artists themselves and their artworks.

3. Sort out the words and expressions related to the topic of this unit, and write them down in your
word bank.






