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Lesson Plan
Objectives:
By the end of the period, the students are expected to
1. understand the major life events of Tu Youyou;
2. recognize and learn the key verbs describing Tu’s research (task, examine, run tests on ...
test, summarize);
identify factors that led to Tu’s success based on critical reading;

4. express opinions on the most important factor to success.

Procedures:

l. Warming up

*T: Ask students to predict the text based on its title “Malaria Fighter’s Path to Nobel Prize”
and report to the class what they know about Tu Youyou.

*Ss: Make a guess about the content of the text and brainstorm about their knowledge of Tu
Youyou (her achievement, her life, her name, her research and so on).

Purpose: To activate students’ background knowledge/words of the text and enable students
to piece together a picture of Tu.

Guided questions:
1. What does the title “Malaria Fighter’s Path to Nobel Prize” mean?

2. Who is the malaria fighter? What is his/her achievement?

1. Reading: life events

*T: ask students to pay attention to Tu’s life events in time sequence while reading
Paragraphs 1-3 and decide on the beginning of the path to Nobel Prize.

*Ss: reorganize Tu’s life events with the help of the table in “Comprehension Plus”: think
about the turning point in Tu’s life and explain their reasons.

Purpose: To help students reorganize information in time sequence and stimulate students
to think critically and express different opinions with proofs.

Guided questions:

1. Based on Tu’s life events listed in the table, which event is the beginning of the path and why?

I1l.  Reading: the discovery
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*T: ask students to read for details (Paragraph 3-5) about Tu’s discovery of artemisinin with
special attention paid to verbs indicating her action along the path to Nobel Prize.

*Ss: read the 3 paragraphs, underline Tu’s specific work (circle verbs) and report it to the
class.

*T: write down the key verbs on the blackboard and talk about the meaning of some words.
*Ss: guess the meaning of words and learn some new words.

Purpose: To guide students to learn the process of Tu’s work, to understand that scientific
research is no easy job, and to pave way for discussing the factors to Tu’s success.

Guided questions:

1. Inthe 46 years between 1969 and 2015, what did Tu Youyou do to achieve the Nobel Prize?
Please circle the verbs that can indicate Tu’s work.

2. What does the phrase “was tasked with sth.” mean? In other words, who might give the task
to Tu?
What do you think of Tu’s research? What do the numbers in Para. 4 tell us?

4. Did she do all the work by herself?

IV.  Critical Thinking: factors of success

*T: guide students to talk about the significance of the discovery of artemisinin and ask
them to identify factors leading to Tu’s winning the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine
after reading Para. 6.

*Ss: read Para. 6, discuss and report the factors leading to Tu’s success in groups.

*T: note down students’ presentations on the blackboard in the form of a mind map and ask
them to single out the most important factor to them.

*Ss: talk about the most important factor to them with personal experiences.

Purpose: To guide students to think critically about the factors leading to Tu’s success and
relate it to their lives.

Guided questions:
1. Why is the discovery of artemisinin important?
2. What factors led to Tu’s success in winning the Nobel Prize? Please illustrate your point with

evidence from the text.

V. Homework

1. Read the text aloud before filling in the blanks of a summary of the text.
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Fill in the blanks with words from the text in their proper forms.
Tu Youyou, the first Chinses scientist who won the Nobel Prize
in , was born in Ningbo in 1930. At 21, she went

to Beijing to her studies in medicine and was
with searching for a new malaria treatment when she worked at China

Academy of Traditional Chinese Medicine. During the long hard

research, Tu and her team hundreds of books about
traditional Chinese Medicine and many experienced
doctors. Tu over 2, 000 prescriptions and

640 of them in a single collection of anti-malaria

prescriptions. With a lot of , they found the key to

malaria in an ancient medical book by Ge Hong. The
team then started tests on the plant and found
artemisinin could malaria. Thanks to this discovery,

millions of lives in Asia and Africa were

Key: Physiology or Medicine; further; tasked; examined;
interviewed; collected; summarized; persistence; beating;

running; treat; saved

2. Write down a paragraph of 60 words about the most important factors leading to Tu’s

success based on group discussions and presentations.





