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Lesson Plan

By the end of this period, students will be able to:

1. clarify the logic and structure of “main point — supporting arguments” in
argumentation;

2. identify analogy and parallelism in the text;

3. perceive the cultural elements and values contained in the text.

Procedures:

I. Independent activity 1: Skimming the text and finding a sentence



*T: Ask students to skim the text and answer a question.
*Ss: Skim the text and find out which sentence in the text shows the main idea of
“Encouraging Learning”.
Purpose: To help students have a general idea of the text and get ready for
digging in

Guided questions:

Which sentence in the text shows the main idea of “Encouraging Learning”?

Il. Independent activity 2: Reading paragraph 2 and answering

*T: Guide students to read paragraph 2 and answer a question.

*Ss: Read paragraph 2 and find out what Xunzi compares the process of learning to.
Purpose: To help students understand the main idea of paragraph 2

Guided questions:
What does Xunzi compare the process of learning to?

I11. Interactive activity 3: Reading and answering

*T: Ask students to read some sentences and introduce analogy and parallelism to
them.
*Ss: Read these sentences aloud and feel the power of analogy and parallelism.

Purpose: To help students identify analogy and parallelism and feel the power
of them

Guided questions:

Through analogy and parallelism, what does Xunzi want to tell us?

IV. Independent activity 4: Reading paragraph 3 and answering

*T: Guide students to read paragraph 3 and answer a question.
*Ss: Read paragraph 3 and find out what makes people see farther, see more

clearly, hear more clearly, travel faster and get across rivers.
Purpose: To help students understand the main idea of paragraph 3

Guided questions:
What makes people see farther, see more clearly, hear more clearly, travel faster and

get across rivers?



How can we make up for our lack of ability?

V. Interactive activity 5: Reading paragraph 4 and answering questions

*T: Guide students to read paragraph 4 and answer several questions.
*Ss: Read paragraph 4 and think about several questions.

Purpose: To help students understand the main idea of paragraph 4 and
identify analogy and parallelism in paragraph 4

Guided questions:
What’s the main idea of this paragraph?
How does Xunzi illustrate the main idea?

Do you notice which phrase is emphasized in these sentences?

V1. Interactive activity 6: Reviewing the main idea of the text and each paragraph

*T: Guide students to review the main idea of the whole text and each paragraph.
*Ss: Review the main idea of the whole text and each paragraph according to the
given structure.
Purpose: To help students clarify the logic and structure of “main point —
supporting arguments” in argumentation and perceive the values
contained in the text

VII. Interactive activity 7: Reading the “Culture Link” and sharing

*T: Guide students to read the “Culture Link™ and share their understanding.
*Ss: Read the “Culture Link” and exchange their understanding of the ancient

Greek Philosopher’s views on learning.
Purpose: To help students learn different views about learning from
different cultural background

Assignments
1. Finish the Comprehension Plus II on P13 in the textbook.
2. Read Francis Bacon’s article: Of Study.





