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Reading B: Excerpts from “Encouraging Learning” and Cultural Link: Ancient Greek

Philosophers’ Views on Learning

BRI B A

1. BEMIERIR L “B R —iBYE” MK R AL
2. eSS R SERAE T 3K,

3. RERHIE R A& ST R A E

Learning Activities
Activity 1: Skim the text and find out which sentence in the text shows the main

idea of “Encouraging Learning”.

Activity 2: Read paragraph 2 and find out what Xunzi compares the process of
learning to.

Activity 3: Read these sentences aloud and feel the power of analogy and
parallelism.

Blue comes from the indigo plant

but is bluer than the plant itself.

Ice is made of water

but is colder than water ever is.

If wood is pressed against a straightening board,

it can be made straight;

if metal is put to the grindstone,

it can be sharpened.

Activity 4: Read paragraph 3 and find out what makes people see farther, see more
clearly, hear more clearly, travel faster and get across rivers.

see farther and more clearly by

hear more clearly by
travel faster by




get across rivers by

Activity 5: Read paragraph 4 and think about these two questions:
*What’s the main idea of this paragraph?

*How does Xunazi illustrate the main idea?

Activity 6: Find some specific sentences using parallelism and analogy:

Activity 7: Review the main idea of the whole article and each paragraph.
The main idea of the text is:

Paragraph two tells us that

From paragraph three, we know that

And Xunzi tells us in the last paragraph that

Assignments
1. Finish the Comprehension Plus Il on P13 in the textbook.
2. Read Francis Bacon’s article: Of Study.

Interactive activity
Read the “Culture Link” and exchange your understanding of the ancient Greek

Philosopher’s views on learning.





