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ZF>Bf% Learning Objectives:
At the end of the lesson, you will be able to ...
1 B SCANEE, IR AR RAT T AT R HE

Understand the main content of the text and describe the
features of the future home;

\ 2. He VAN A I Ul W ST Tl 5 G A A SRR AL

Analyze the structure and the textual features of the text;

A 3. BERIBARRAE T K AERIARAL, RSB P X N2
) B 5 )

Talk about the changes taking place in the future home and

reflect on the impact of scientific and technological progress
on human civilization.




What will our future homes be like?
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connected residential blocks




READING A

Can you imagine what our future homes will be like? In what
ways do you think future homes might be different from the
homes of today?

Weather-proof, solar-powered, and
no housework to speak of!

Just imagine a house which cleans
itself, where robots prepare the meals,
where dusting, ironing, and DIY are
things of the past. Imagine a house
heated and powered by the energy
equivalent to just one gas ring, a house
in which you could actually go skiing ...
Science fiction? Science fact!

The home of the future will be built
indoors, for a start. Small groups of
houses will nestle under gigantic glass
domes surrounded by lush trees and
shrubs. Tropical birds may flit across the
roof-tops in the constant, computer-

UNIT 4

controlled warmth.

The garden will be in the loft. Roofs
will be made of glass. This will allow
flower borders, shrubs, and lawns to
grow well in that wasted space we
normally use for rubbish.

The house itself will be any style
or size you fancy. Being indoors, it will
need only a tiny amount of energy to
heat. Most of the power will come from
solar panels in the dome — the round
roof.

Forget front door keys. Your door
will be opened as soon as it hears
a voice it recognises. Your space-

age butler — the ultimate home
computer — will oversee security.
This discreet electronic servant will
control everything, from temperature,
humidity, and lighting to household
gadgets and cleaning chores. It’ll
pay the bills and order food, which is
delivered to your door. It’ll book your
holidays, order library books and even
help you with the crossword!

Having a party? Make the living
room larger by moving the walls. After
your guests leave, make it smaller
again. Push a button and the walls will
move backwards or forwards.

And the washing? Simply place it
in the integrated laundry until it comes
out ready to wear, thanks to the new,
easy-care fabrics. What? No electric
sockets? Instead, each room will have
a power wall where you will be able to
attach electrical appliances.

Shikumen and Lilong Life

Gone, too, will be the good old-
fashioned duster — the air will be
filtered and then scented with your
favourite perfume.

There will be plenty of room for
fun! The sitting-room door will be the
entrance to a world full of endless
adventures. When you get bored,
simulators will provide any experience
you like from boating to surfing to
skiing.

Love them or loathe them, such
homes of the future are on their way.

Homes have changed over time. Today, most of us live in high-rise, self-contained flats,
while decades ago, connected residential blocks with an intimate neighbourhood were
more common. Lilong, a neighbourhood of lanes with shikumen houses, is a historical type
of housing that was commonly found in Shanghai. At the height of their popularity in the
1930s, shikumen-style buildings housed as much as 80% of Shanghai’s total population.
Today, this proportion is much lower, as many Shanghainese families have been eager to
move to newer and more spacious homes, especially in the 1990s. The elderly residents,
who are used to the intimacy and conveniences of their neighbourhoods, have a more

difficult time leaving lilong life behind.

e Personal Touch

e . Which advance(s) in technology mentioned in the text would you like to have

in your future home? Why?
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dome a round roof




READING A

2 Can you imagine what our future homes will be like? In what
ways do you think future homes might be different from the
homes of today?

Weather-proof, solar-powered, and
no housework to speak of!

controlled warmth.
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The garden will be in the loft. Roofs

Just imagine a house which cleans will be made of glass. This will allow
itself, where robots prepare the meals, 2o flower borders, shrubs, and lawns to
where dusting, ironing, and DIY are grow well in that wasted space we
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Weather-proof,solar-powered) and
10 housework to speak of!

Just imagine a house which cleans
itself, where robots prepare the meals,
where dusting, ironing, and DIY are
things of the past. Imagine a house
heated and powered by the energy
equivalent to just one gas ring, a house
in which you could actually go skiing ...
Science fiction? Science fact!

The home of the future will be built
indoors, for a start. Small groups of
houses will nestle under gigantic glass
domes surrounded by lush trees and
shrubs. Tropical birds may flit across the
roof-tops in the constant, computer-

controlled warmth.

The garden will be in the loft. Roofs
will be made of glass. This will allow
flower borders, shrubs, and lawns to
grow well in that wasted space we
normally use for rubbish.

The house itself will be any style
or size you fancy. Being indoors, it will
need only a tiny amount of energy to
heat. Most of the power will come from
solar panels in the dome = the round
roof.

Forget front door keys. Your door
will be opened as soon as it hears
a voice it recognises. Your space-

age butler — the ultimate home
computer — will oversee security.
This discreet electronic servant will
control everything, from temperature,
humidity, and lighting to household
gadgets and cleaning chores. It
pay the bills and order food, which is
delivered to your door. It'll book your
holidays, order library books and even
help you with the crossword!

Having a party? Make the living
room larger by moving the walls. After
your guests leave, make it smaller
again. Push a button and the walls will
move backwards or forwards.

And the washing? Simply place it
in the integrated laundry until it comes
out ready to wear, thanks to the new
easy-care fabrics. What? No electric
sockets? Instead, each room will have
a power wall where you will be able to
attach electrical appliances.

Gone, too, will be the good old-
fashioned duster — the air will be
filtered and then scented with your
favourite perfume.

There will be plenty of room for
fun! The sitting-room door will be the
entrance to a world full of endless
adventures. When you get bored,
simulators will provide any experience
you like from boating to surfing to
skiing.

Love them or loathe them, such
homes of *'

their way.



| Weather-proofJsolar-powered, and

no housework to speak of!

Just imagine a house which cleans
itself, where robots prepare the meals,
where dusting, ironing, and DIY are
things of the past. Imagine a house
heated and powered by the energy
equivalent to just one gas ring, a house
in which you could actually go skiing ...
Science fiction? Science fact!

The home of the future will be built

indoors, for a start. Small groups of
houses will nestle under gigantic glass
domes surrounded by lush trees and
shrubs. Tropical birds may flit across the
roof-tops in the constant, computer-

nest n.

Small groups of houses will nestle under gigantic
glass domes by lush trees and shrubs.

nestle v. tositorlie down in a warm or soft place

gigantic adj. extremely large

Tropical birds may flit across the roof-tops in the
constant, computer-controlled warmth.

flit v. to move lightly and quickly from one
place to another

constant adj. that does not change



Weather-proof,| solar-powered, and
no housework to speak of!

Just imagine a house which cleans
itself, where robots prepare the meals,
where dusting, ironing, and DIY are
things of the past. Imagine a house

heated and powered by the energy
equivalent to just one gas ring, a house
in which you could actually go skiing ...

Science fiction? Science fact!

The home of the future will be built
indoors, for a start. Small groups of
houses will nestle under gigantic glass
domes surrounded by lush trees and
+ shrubs. Tropical birds may flit across the
roof-tops in the constant, computer-

controlled warmth.

The garden will be in the loft. Roofs
will be made of glass. This will allow
flower borders, shrubs, and lawns to
grow well in that wasted space we
normally use for rubbish.

The house itself will be any style
or size you fancy. Being indoors, it will
need only a tiny amount of energy to
heat. Most of the power will come from
solar panels in the dome — the round

roof

Forget front door keys. Your door

o will be opened as soon as it hears

a voice it recognises. Your space-

It gets power from solar panels in the dome.

Imagine a house heated and powered by the energy
equivalent to just one gas ring ...

energy-efficient

gas ring



Weather-proof, solar-powered, and

no housework to speak of!l

Just imagine a house which cleans
itself, where robots prepare the meals,
where dusting, ironing, and DIY are
things of the past. Imagine a house

heated and powered by the energy
equivalent to just one gas ring, a house
in which you could actually go skiing ..
Science fiction? Science fact!

The home of the future will be built
indoors, for a start. Small groups of
houses will nestle under gigantic glass
domes surrounded by lush trees and
* shrubs. Tropical birds may flit across the
roof-tops in the constant, computer-

controlled warmth.

The garden will be in the loft. Roofs
will be made of glass. This will allow

o flower borders, shrubs, and lawns to

grow well in that wasted space we
normally use for rubbish.

The house itself will be any style
or size you fancy. Being indoors, it will
need only a tiny amount of energy to
heat. Most of the power will come from
solar panels in the dome — the round
roof.

Forget front door keys. Your door

- will be opened as soon as it hears

a voice it recognises. Your space-

age butler| — the ultimate home

computer — will oversee security.
This discreet electronic servant will

;2 control everything, from temperature,

humidity, and lighting to household
gadgets and cleaning chores. It
pay the bills and order food, which is

delivered to your door. It'll book your

' holidays, order library books and even

help you with the crossword!

Gone, too, will be the good old-
fashioned duster — the air will be
filtered and then scented with your
favourite perfume.

There will be plenty of room for
fun! The sitting-room door will be the
entrance to a world full of endless
adventures. When you get bored,
simulators will provide any experience
you like from boating to surfing to

the ultimate home computer

\ /

the final and the
most important

the discreet electronic servant

polite and careful




Find more features of the future home.

solar-
powered

weather-proof

the future
home
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no
housework




Weather-proof, solar-powered, and
no housework to speak of!

Just imagine a house which cleans
itself, where robots prepare the meals,
where dusting, ironing, and DIY are
things of the past. Imagine a house
heated and powered by the energy
equivalent to just one gas ring, a house
in which you could actually go skiing ...
Science fiction? Science fact!

The home of the future will be built
indoors, for a start. Small groups of
houses will nestle under gigantic glass
domes surrounded by lush trees and
shrubs. Tropical birds may flit across the
roof-tops in the constant, computer-

controlled warmth.

The garden will be in the loft. Roofs
will be made of glass. This will allow
flower borders, shrub
grow well in that wa
normally use fof rubbist®

The house itself will be any style
or size you fancy. Being indoors, it will
need only a tiny amount of energy to
heat. Most of the power will come from
solar panels in the dome — the round
roof.

Forget front door keys. Your door
will be opened as soon as it hears
a voice it recognises. Your space-

age butler — the ultimate home
computer — will oversee security.
This discreet electronic servant will
control everything, from temperature,
humidity, and lighting to household
gadgets and cleaning chores. It
pay the bills and order food, which is
delivered to your door. It'll book your
holidays, order library books and even
help you with the crossword!

Having a party? Make the living
room larger by moving the walls. After
your guests leave, make it smaller
again. Push a button and the walls will
move backwards or forwards.

And the washing? Simply place it
in the integrated laundry until it comes
out ready to wear, thanks to the new,
easy-care fabrics. What? No electric
sockets? Instead, each room will have
a power wall where you will be able to
attach electrical appliances.

Gone, too, will be the good old-
fashioned duster — the air will be
filtered and then scented with your
favourite perfume.

There will be plenty of room for
fun! The sitting-room door will be the
entrance to a world full of endless
adventures. When you get bored,
simulators will provide any experience
you like from boating to surfing to
skiing.

Love them or loathe them, such
homes of the future are on their way.




Weather-proof, solar-powered, and
no housework to speak of!

Just imagine a house which cleans
itself, where robots prepare the meals,
where dusting, ironing, and DIY are
things of the past. Imagine a house
heated and powered by the energy
equivalent to just one gas ring, a house
in which you could actually go skiing ...
Science fiction? Science fact!

The home of the future will be built
indoors, for a start. Small groups of
houses will nestle under gigantic glass
domes surrounded by lush trees and
+ shrubs. Tropical birds may flit across the
roof-tops in the constant, computer-

controlled warmth.

The garden will be in the loft. Roofs
will be made of glass. This will allow
flower borders, shrubs, and lawns to
grow well in that wasted space we
normally use for rubbish.

The house itself will be any style
or size you fancy. Being indoors, it will
need only a tiny amount of energy to
heat. Most of the powe g

SOIar pane|S in thedon convenient

roof.

Forget front door keys. Your door

- will be opened as soon as it hears

a voice it recognises. Your space-

electric socket

attach v. join one thing to another

Having a party? Make the living skiing.

room larger by moving the walls. After
Love them or loathe them, such

homes of the future are on their way.

your guests leave, make it smaller
again. Push a button and the walls will
move backwards or forwards.

And the washing? Simply place it

in the |ntegrated laundry |mti| it comes

out ready to wear, thanks to the new,

|eas¥-care fabrics] What? Nole!ectric
lnstead, each room will have

a power wall where you will be able to
l attach lelectrical appliances.
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age butler — the ultimate home
computer — will oversee security.
This discreet electronic servant will
control everything, from temperature,
humidity, and lighting to household
gadgets and cl

pay the bills and

delivered to you

holidays, order library books and even
help you with the crossword!

Having a party? Make the living
room larger by moving the walls. After
your guests leave, make it smaller
again. Push a button and the walls will
move backwards or forwards.

And the washing? Simply place it
in the integrated laundry until it comes
out ready to wear, thanks to the new,
easy-care fabrics. What? No electric
sockets? Instead, each room will have
a power wall where you will be able to
attach electrical appliances.

Gone, too, will be the good old-
fashioned duster — the air will be
filtered and then scented with your
favourite perfume.

There will be plenty of room for
fun! The sitting-room door will be the
entrance to a world full of endless
adventures. When you get bored,

simulatorswill provide any experience

you like from boating to surfing to
skiing.

Love them or loathe them, such
homes of the future are on their way.




Weather-proof, solar-powered, and
no housework to speak of!

Just imagine a house which cleans
itself, where robots prepare the meals,
where dusting, ironing, and DIY are
things of the past. Imagine a house
heated and powered by the energy
equivalent to just one gas ring, a house
in which you could actually go skiing ...
Science fiction? Science fact!

The home of the future will be built
indoors, for a start. Small groups of
houses will nestle under gigantic glass
domes surrounded by lush trees and
shrubs. Tropical birds may flit across the
roof-tops in the constant, computer-

- will be opened as soon as it hears

age butler — the ultimate home
computer — will oversee security.
This discreet electronic servant will
control everything, from temperature,
humidity, and lighting to household
gadgets and clommm
pay the bills and

controlled warmth.

The garden will be in the loft. Roofs
will be made of glass. This will allow
flower borders, shrubs, and lawns to

delivered to you
holidays, order library books and even
help you with the crossword!

grow well in that wa
normally use for rubbis Having a party? Make the living
room larger by moving the walls. After
your guests leave, make it smaller
again. Push a button and the walls will

move backwards or forwards.

The house itself will be any style
or size you fancy. Being indoors, it will
need only a tiny amount of energy to
heat. Most of the powe
solar panels in the do

And the washing? Simply place it
in the integrated laundry until it comes
out ready to wear, thanks to the new,
easy-care fabrics. What? No electric
sockets? Instead, each room will have
a power wall where you will be able to
attach electrical appliances.

roof.

Forget front door keys. Your door

a voice it recognises. Your space-

Gone, too, will be the good old-
fashioned duster — the air will be
filtered and then scented with your
favourite perfume.

There will be plenty of room for
fun! The sitting-room door will be the
entrance to a world full of endless
adventures. When you get bored,
simulators will provide any experience
you like from boating to surfing to
skiing.

Love them or loathe them, such
homes of the future are on their way.




Does the author sound positive or negative about the future
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What makes this passage interesting and easy to read?

What is the tone of the text?

Tone refers to an author's use of
words and writing style to convey
his or her attitude towards a topic.




age butler — the ultimate home
computer — will oversee security.
This discreet electronic servant will
control everything, from temperature,
’ whousehold

no housework to speak of!

praer food, which is
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holidays, order library books and even
help you with the crossword!

The garden will be in the loft. Roofs

Just imagine a house which cleans
itself, where robots prepare the

will be made of glass. This will allow
 flower borders, shrubs, and lawns to

in that wasted space we

normally use for rubbish.

. moving the wa@ After
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Having a party? Make the living

eated and powered by the energy
equivalent to just one gas ring, a house Th
in whicould actually go skiing ... or size you fancy. Being indoors, it will

Science fiction? Science fact!

need only a tiny amount of energy to

heat. Most of the power wilkCome from)

solar panels e — the round

And the washing?Simply place it
in the integrated laundry until it comes
out ready to wear, thanks to the new,

easy-care fabrics. What? No electric

The home of the future will be built
indoors, for a start. Small g
houses will nestle under giga
domes surrounded by lush tFees
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roof-tops in the constant, computer-

door sockets? Instead, each room will have
a power wall where you will be able to

- will be opened as soon as it hears

a voice it recognises.(Your)space-

attach electrical appliances.

Gone, too, will be the good old-
fashioned duster — the air will be

filtered and then scented with

favourite perfume.

There will be plenty of room for
fun! The sitting-room door will be the
entrance to a world full of endless

adventures. Wheet bored,

simulators will provide any experience
you like from boating to surfing to
skiing.

Love them @ e them, such
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Assignments

1. Read the text three times. Pay attention to the pronunciation
and intonation.

2. Draw a mind map of the main features and the supporting
details of the future home.



Thank you!





