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Lesson Plan
Teaching objectives:
By the end of this period, students will be able to:
1. obtain the main idea and supporting details from the audio and the video and
summarize the speaker's opinions on learning a foreign language;
2. get the relevant details with the help of the key words in the given information;

3. form your own opinions about the benefits of learning a foreign language.

Procedures:
I. Lead-in
Activity 1: Reading the Culture Link about disappearing languages:

*Teacher: Ask students to read the Culture Link on p. 26 and answer the questions
about disappearing languages.
*Students: Answer the questions based on the Culture Link related to disappearing

languages.

Purpose: To inspire students to think about the relationship between language

and our life

Guided questions:

1. How many living languages are there in the world now?

2. How many languages will have disappeared by the end of the century?
3. What will happen if a language disappears?

II. Listening
Activity 2: Listening to the audio clip for the status quo of the endangered

languages in Australia

*Teacher: Ask students to listen to the audio and answer the questions about the status
quo of endangered languages in Australia.

*Students: Write down the numbers according to the audio and answer the questions.
*Teacher: Ask students to listen to the audio clip for a second time and fill in the
blanks.

*Students: Fill in the blanks following the tips given.

Purpose: To grasp the status quo of endangered languages in Australia and have

a general idea about the relationship between language and culture

Guided questions:

1. About how many languages were spoken in Australia?




2. About how many languages are still spoken today in Australia?
3. When did Europeans arrive in Australia?

4. How many languages are considered “alive” and in daily use in Australia?

Activity 3: Reading a passage for the problem of the Shanghai dialect

*Teacher: Ask students to read a passage about the Shanghai dialect and discuss the
questions related to its status quo.

*Students: Read the passage and share their opinions.

Purpose: To help students think about saving dialects critically.

Guided questions:

1. Can you speak the Shanghai dialect fluently?

2. Do you think the Shanghai dialect is important in today’s life? Why?
3. What problem do Shanghai speakers face?
4

What can we do to preserve the Shanghai dialect?

II1. Viewing
Activity 4: Watching the video in silent mode for the relationship between the

two boys

*Teacher: Ask students to watch the video in silent mode and infer some information
through watching.

*Students: Watch the video in silent mode and answer the questions.

Purpose: To guide students to infer from pictures and subtitles.

Guided questions:
1. What’s the possible relationship between the two boys?
2. What were they busy doing?

Activity 5: Watching the video again to learn the benefits of learning foreign

languages

*Teacher: Ask students to watch the video, answer the questions and fill in the blanks.
*Students: Answer the questions and fill in the blanks while viewing.

*Teacher: Ask students to watch the video again and pick out the benefits of learning
a foreign language.

*Students: Pick out the benefits of learning a foreign language.

Purpose: To guide students to understand the stories of the two boys, including




their similarities and differences.

Guided questions:
1. Did the boys both succeed in what they were doing? Why or why not?
2. What are the benefits of learning a foreign language based on what you have

watched?

Activity 6: Retelling the story and reflecting on the benefits of learning a foreign

language.

*Teacher: Ask students to tell the story between Matt and John, and analyze why John
succeeded.

*Students: Suppose he or she was Matt, and tell the story from the first-person
perspective. Share their understanding of the effects of learning a foreign language on

the human mind according to John’s story.

Purpose: To guide students to think about the benefits of learning a foreign

language by reflecting on Matt and John’s story.

Guided instructions:

Suppose you were Matt, tell the story between you and John, reflect on your
experiences and analyze why John succeeded. (Word bank: apply for...,
convert...into...., admissions to..., face rejection, involve himself in..., enhance / raise

/ sharpen / improve)

Assignments:
1. Complete the exercises of Reading and Viewing on pages 27-30 in the workbook.

2. Summarize the benefits of learning a foreign language mentioned in the exercises.




