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Lesson Plan

At the end of the period, students are expected to:

1. have a deeper understanding of the text by recollecting the key information;

2. describe the feelings of the disaster survivors by using target vocabulary and expressions
appropriately;

3. understand and use simile, a figure of speech, to help describe something vividly.

Procedures:



I. Getting started:
Interactive activity 1: Reviewing the aspects a disaster story often covers.

< T: Ask students to think about the aspects a disaster story often covers.
< Ss: Recollect the text and other disaster stories they have read and generalize the
aspects a disaster story often covers.

Purpose: To remind the students of the key aspects of a disaster story.

Guided questions:
Do you remember what aspects a disaster story often covers?
(Possible answers: time, location, cause of the disaster, the damage caused by the disaster and

people’s reactions, etc.)

II. Text-based vocabulary learning:

Interactive activity 2: Reviewing the important details of the text and learning the usages of

target words and expressions.

< T: Ask the students to answer some questions about the important details of the text
and practise using the target words and expressions by completing different tasks such
as describing pictures, translation, filling in the blanks and making sentences, etc.

< Ss: Answer some questions and complete some vocabulary exercises.

Purpose: To help the students have a thorough understanding of the text and grasp

the usages of some target words and expressions.

Guided questions:

What damage was caused to the following property?

What damage was done to Leo?

Did Leo survive the earthquake?

What were people’s reactions after the earthquake?

What did the mayor call on the crowd to do?

Can you describe the picture/translate the following Chinese sentence into English with

AN

the words or expressions?

Target words:
rip, collapse, shock, bury, frightened
Target expressions:

crash down, spill out, spill into, hit sb. on the head, call on sb. to do



III. Learning the figure of speech --- simile:

Interactive activity 3: Learning the function and usages of simile.

< T: Guide the students to learn the function and usages of simile.
< Ss: Learn the function and usages of simile.

Purpose: To help the students understand and learn to use simile properly

Guided questions:
1. What was the city of San Francisco like after the earthquake?
2. Why does the author compare the earthquake to a furious giant?

3. How will you describe rescue workers with simile?

IV. Practice and consolidation:

Independent activity 4: Practising using the target words and expressions and simile.

< T: Ask the students to make sentences with the sentence pattern below and the words
and expressions about people’s reactions and the damage caused and simile.

< Ss: Make sentences with the sentence pattern, the target words and expressions
and simile.

Purpose: To provide the students with opportunities to consolidate the usages of the

target words and expressions and simile.

Guided questions:
1. Can you make some sentences with the sentence pattern below? Don’t forget to use the
words and expressions about people’s reactions and the damage caused.

2. Can you use simile in your creations?

Interactive activity 5: Voicing opinions by using the target words and expressions.

< T: Ask the students to describe the most impressive scene in the text and give reasons.
< Ss: Describe the most impressive scene in the text in their opinion and give reasons.
Purpose: To enable the students to describe a disaster scene and survivor’s feelings

by using the target words and expressions

Guided questions:



What is the most impressive scene in the text in your opinion? Why?

Interactive activity 6:

< T: Encourage the students to describe one scene in another disaster scene.
< Ss: Describe one scene in another disaster scene.

Purpose: To help the students internalize the target words and expressions.

Guided question:

Can you describe one scene in another disaster story to your teacher and classmates?

V. Assignments:
1. Finish Vocabulary Focus Exercise I and II on Page 55 in your textbook.
2. Make at least 5 more sentences by using simile and the words and expressions

learned today.



