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Lesson Plan
By the end of this period, students will be able to:
1. learn about the features and possible origins of the stone statues on Easter Island through
prediction and note-taking, especially recording numbers;
2. understand the significance of Chang’e-4 Probe’s historic landing on the moon while
grasping the textual features of a news report;
3. conduct an interview on teenagers’ curiosity about the moon using proper expressions for

talking about possibility.

Procedures:
I. Lead-in

Interactive activity 1: Sharing and Predicting

*T: Ask students to name some famous stone statues and tell the reason why people make them.
*Ss: To share their knowledge of some famous stone statues in the world and think about the
reason why people make them.

*T: Ask students to predict what they may learn about the stone statues from the podcast by
asking questions themselves. Write the questions on the blackboard.

*Ss: Raise questions about the content of the podcast.

Purpose: To arouse students’ interest in stone statues, draw their attention to the symbolic

meanings of stone statues and make a prediction about the content of the podcast.




Guided questions:

1. Do you know any famous stone statues? Why do people make them?

2. What do you know about the stone statues on Easter Island?

3. What do they look like? How do you like them?

4. What do you expect to learn about these stone statues from the podcast?
(Students’ questions for reference:)

*  Who built these statues?

*  When and how were they built?

*  Why did people build them?

*  What did they symbolize?

II. While-listening

Independent activity 2: Listening for the basic information

*T: Have students listen to the podcast and answer the questions. Remind them to take some

notes.

*Ss: Listen to the podcast and get the basic information of the stone statues by taking notes.

Purpose: To help students grasp some basic information of the stone statues through
note-taking.

Guided questions:

1. What is most mysterious about the land of the giants?

Independent activity 3: Listening for details

*T: Have students listen to the podcast again and fill in the blanks. Then ask them to discuss
the function and meaning of the figures.

*Ss: Listen again carefully, record the numbers and figure out their function and meaning.
*T: Have students listen to the part of the podcast (1:17-2:53) and complete the form.

*Ss: Listen again and find out the possibilities of the stone statues’ origin and the

expressions the speaker uses to introduce different hypotheses.

Purpose: To help students practise note-taking and guide them to focus on the function
and meaning of figures in this podcast.




Guided questions:

1. Why does the speaker mention so many figures?

2. What do these figures suggest?

3. What expressions does the speaker use to introduce the different hypotheses about the origin

of the stone statues?

II1. Pre-viewing

Interactive activity 4: Getting familiar with the textual features and Chang’e-4 Mission

*T: Ask students to discuss the features of a news report in the aspect of the title, content
and language. Then share their knowledge of China’s Chang’e-4 Mission with the help of
some pictures. Meanwhile, familiarize them with relevant vocabulary.

*Ss: Get familiar with the textual features of a news report, China’s Chang’e-4 Mission and

relevant vocabulary.

Purpose: To help students summarize the textual features of a news report, activate

their background knowledge and remove the language barrier.

Guided questions:
1. What are the features of a news report and its title?
2. What should a news report contain?

3. What do you know about China’s Chang’e-4 Mission?

IV. While-viewing
Independent activity S: Viewing for the gist

*T: Have students watch the video and answer the questions.

*Ss: Watch the video and answer the questions.

Purpose: To guide students to grasp the general idea of the news report.

Guided questions:
1. Why is this landing “historic” according to the report?
2: What is the news report mainly talking about?



Independent activity 6: Viewing for deeper understanding

*T: Have students watch the video again, finish Ex III on P43 and answer the questions.
Remind them to note down some key information and answer the questions in their own
words with the help of their notes.

*Ss: Watch the video again carefully, finish Ex III on P43 and answer the questions.

Purpose: To guide students to gain more detailed information about Chang’e-4

Mission and understand the function of the interview.

Guided questions:
1. What does the chief designer mainly talk about? What role does this interview play in the
report?

2. What does the reporter mean by saying “never say never’?

V. Post-viewing

Interactive activity 7: Group discussion

*T: Ask students to discuss the meaning behind the names of Chang’e-4 and Queqiao. Invite
some groups to express their opinions.

*Ss: Share their understandings of the meaning carried by Chang’e-4 and Queqiao.

Purpose: To guide students to dig into the cultural meaning of Chang’e-4 and Queqiao

and deepen their understandings of China’s space exploration.

Guided questions:
The probe was named Chang’e-4 and the relay satellite was named Queqiao. What do the names

indicate?



VI. Speaking

Interactive activity 8: Conduct an interview on teenagers’ curiosity about the moon

*T: Ask students to work in pairs to list some mysteries about the moon, discuss their
significance and brainstorm ways to figure out the answers. Then ask students to find a new
partner to conduct a complete interview on teenagers’ curiosity about the moon. Invite some
groups to present their interview in class.

*Ss: Work in pairs to discuss the mysteries about the moon. Then find a new partner to

conduct an interview on teenagers’ curiosity about the moon.

Purpose: To motivate students to explore the mysteries about the moon and practise

using proper expressions to conduct an interview.

VII. Assignments:

1. Finish the listening & viewing exercise on students’ workbook.

2. Shoot a video of your interview and upload it to the group chat on DingTalk.

3. Search online for China’s latest achievements in space exploration and be prepared to make a

brief introduction to your classmates in the next period.



