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Lesson Plan

By the end of this period, students will be able to:

1. recognize the difference between British English and American English in
vocabulary and spelling;

2. explore and express the author’s feelings in cross-cultural experiences with

proper words and expressions;

3. understand language and cultural differences through comparing English varieties
in different regions and cultures.



Procedure:
I. Lead-in

*Teacher: Get students to check homework assignment on language variations.
*Students: Share their findings with classmates.
Purpose: To prepare students for the topic to be discussed in this period.

Previous assignment:

The word usually used Variations

Grandma

Very

Knee

Il. Reading

*Teacher: Get students to read the text and find out the variations mentioned by the

author, and the author’s reactions.

*Students: Find out the variations between BrE and AmE and the author’s
reactions.

Purpose: To familiarize students with the text and prepare for future in-class
activities.

Guided questions:

1. Where do you think the author comes from?

2. What are the variations mentioned by the author?

3. How did the author feel each time?

4. Why did the author write this experience down? Can you get some idea from the
chart we have filled in?

Variations:

French fries—chips

Chips—crisps

Cookies—hbiscuits

Pants—trousers

Eggplant—aubergine

(provide a picture of “biscuits and gravy”)

Reaction:

® [ couldn’t imagine...

This was a very strange idea...
I was embarrassed...

I felt disgusted when...

What on earth could that be?

I11. Vocabulary expansion



*Teacher: Offer students additional words and expressions to describe feelings
when they see a new word and provide tasks for students to use the additional
words.

*Students: Learn the additional words and expressions and put them to use.
Purpose: To expand vocabulary related to the text.

Additional:

® | felt disgusted/shocked/confused...when I saw/learned...
® This was a very strange idea to me.

® This was beyond me.

® This word was totally new to me. But now...

® | felt a sudden shock/disgust/embarrassment...

Guided questions:
(Ask questions based on the words in text, from homework, or from the following
quiz on AmE and BrE)
1. How did you feel when you learned that the word “biscuit” has different
meanings?
2. How did the author feel when someone said “I like your pants™?
3. Eggplants and aubergine are the same thing. What do you think?

*Teacher: Offer students additional variations between BrE and AmE in spelling.
Then asks students to discuss issues related to their difference.

*Students: Exchange ideas with classmates.

Purpose: To further the understanding of difference between languages.

Difference in spelling

® Behaviour—behavior
Neighbour—neighbor
Programme—program
Centre—center

Guided questions:

1. It is true that there are many differences in one language, but how should we
understand such differences?

2. Why should there be different spellings, or different words for the same thing?

3. But why is it exciting to know things are different?

IV. Culture link

*Teacher: Get students to read Cultural Link and discuss questions based on the
text.

*Students: Read and exchange ideas with classmates.

Purpose: To further understand cultural influences on languages




Guided question:

1. Can you name a few English words that come from Chinese, or Chinese words
from English?

2. What can we learn from such examples?

V. Assignments:

1. Suppose you are working for an American high school, which is now preparing
for a British high school delegate to visit. Your director in charge has written a
schedule and asks you to revise it.

Visiting Schedule for Riverside School Delegate

Time Description
9:00am—10:30am Reception ceremony at School Theater
10:45am—11:20am Meeting with the principal in his office
11:30am—12:45pm Lunch
(Notice: one with eggplant allergy)
12:55pm—13:10pm Meeting with third year students in
classrooms
13:15pm—13:55pm Lesson with first year students at

Teaching Center
(Lesson options: Math, Physics, Art)

14:05pm—14:45pm Lesson with second year students at
School Gym
(Notice: P.E. lessons, bring sneakers if
interested)

15:00pm—15:30pm Afternoon tea with the principal and
discussion
(sandwiches and cookies available)

15:40pm—16:20pm Meeting with lab teachers at Science
Centre

2. Finish the exercise on pages 26-28 in the workbook.





