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Lesson Plan

By the end of this period, students will be able to:

1. understand how to write supporting sentences and how a paragraph is organized
by reading a given sample;

2. write a logical and well-organized paragraph to introduce an interesting Chinese
word;

3. make a speech about the Chinese word clearly and arouse audience's attention

through greeting and questions.



Procedures:
I. Warm-up

*Teacher: Lead students to appreciate the profoundness of the Chinese language and
the obstacles it poses to native English speakers.
*Students: Read aloud the Chinese sentences and explain their difficulties; Brainstorm
and choose a word that they want to introduce in a speech.

Purpose: To introduce the beauty of the Chinese language and extend students’
thinking about the Chinese characters.

Guided questions:

1. What is the most difficult language in the world?

2. Can you read the sentences aloud in Chinese and explain their meanings in
English?
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3. Which Chinese word or phrase do you want to introduce to a group of high school
students from Britain who are visiting our school?

II. Writing a Topic Sentence

*Teacher: Lead students to think about the reason why they want to introduce the
word.
*Students: Write down their topic sentence.

Purpose: To let students be clear about their writing purpose and prepare them for
the next stage .

Guided questions:
1. Why do you want to say something about this word not the others? Write down the
reason why you choose this word and form your topic sentence.

III. Writing Supporting Sentences

*Teacher: Lead students to recognize and summarize how to write supporting
sentences. Remind students of the development of the paragraph.

*Students: Read a passage about the Chinese character 75 and analyze the
supporting sentences.

Purpose: To give students a basic idea of the organization of a paragraph and

provide 2 samples for students to imitate.

Guided questions:

1. What are the meanings of 7 in the passage?

2. How does the writer develop the supporting ideas?

3. Can the writer introduce the meaning of black first? Why?

The Chinese character & is an interesting word because you can hardly tell
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what the color exactly is. Sure, in most cases it means green, such as 7. (green
grass), ¥ LI (green mountains), and % (green vegetables). It’s the color of
spring, as the ancient Chinese dictionary defines qing as “birth”, so the word &H %,
literally translated to “green spring”, means youth. But sometimes qing is blue, and it
comes from the words of a Confucian philosopher named Xunzi, who says, “Qing
comes from blue, yet better than blue”, which has become a fixed expression used to
describe how the student could outperform the teacher. What’s more, qing may also
be used to describe color black. For example, ¥ #2 means black hair and #H4<
describes a main female role in the Chinese opera, because most of them wear
black clothing.

Green --- by giving examples

Birth -- by giving a definition

Blue -- by quoting

Black -- by giving examples and explaining

4. Which of the followings are related to the given topic sentence? Can you put all
these related sentences into a complete paragraph?

Topic sentence: A simple Chinese word “chi” (to eat) has a lot of extended meanings.

Supporting sentences:

L1 As the Chinese saying goes, “People can’t do without food.”

L1 Chinese people’s love or concern for food has lent many colourful expressions to
their mother tongue.

[] The word sometimes goes beyond its literal meaning. For example, “chimoshui”
means “to receive education” instead of “to eat ink,” and “chicu” means “to be
jealous” rather than “to eat vinegar.”

(] It can be referred to as “to depend on.” For instance, “chilaobao” means “to live
on labour security funds” and ‘“kaoshan chishan” means “those living in a
mountainous area depend on the mountains for a living.”

5. Can you write a paragraph with supporting sentences to introduce a Chinese word?

IV. Attracting audience’s attention

*Teacher: Prompt students to think about the way to attract audience’s attention.
*Students: Watch the beginning part of the TED speech and analyze the girl speaker’s
strategy to attract attention, her speaking speed and posture.

Purpose: To introduce the speaking strategy to students and inform them of the
importance of speaking speed and body language when delivering a speech.

Guided questions:
1. How will you open your speech?



2. What’s your comment of the girl’s speech?
3. What does the girl in the video do in the beginning? (Greeting & Asking questions)

V. Assignments

1. Edit and polish your draft to make it more fluent and coherent. You may also search
online for further cultural background information.

2. Record your speech, watch your own performance and make self-assessment. Do
rehearsal again and prepare to deliver it in the next class.





