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Lesson Plan
At the end of this period, students are expected to:
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1. understand the development of the story and analyze the great damage the
earthquake caused;

2. describe the experiences and the feelings of the disaster survivors in the
earthquake;

3. appreciate humanity and human dignity shown in disastrous circumstances.

Learning procedures:
I. Pre-reading
Interactive activity 1: Leading in the topic.

< T: Direct students’ attention to some pictures about a modern city, ask them what
the city is and talk about the background knowledge of the city.

< Ss: Look at the pictures and talk about their understanding of today’s San
Francisco.

Purpose: To introduce some background knowledge about San Francisco.

Guided questions:

1. Which city is shown in the pictures?

2. How will you describe today’s San Francisco?
(Possible answers: modern, beautiful, fashionable etc.)

Interactive activity 2: Getting started by looking at some pictures of San Francisco in
1906 and talking about the city stricken by the disaster.

< T: Show some pictures of San Francisco in 1906 and ask students to guess what
happened to the city, describe the pictures and reflect on the sharp contrast
between a modern and peaceful city and a city in ruins.

< Ss: Look at the pictures, guess what happened to the city on that day in 1906 and
describe the city stricken by the disaster.

Purpose: To introduce the topic of the earthquake in San Francisco.

Guided questions:

1. Can you guess what happened to San Francisco on that day in 1906?
2. How do you know an earthquake struck San Francisco.?

(Possible answers:

Because the road was torn open/ ripped open.

Because the houses collapsed and the walls crashed down.)

I1. While-reading
Independent activity 3: Skimming the text for the genre, writing order and the textual
structure.

< T: Ask students to skim the text, identify the genre and the writing order.

< Ss: Skim and find out the genre and writing order of the text.

< T: Ask students to skim the text again and divide it into several parts based on the
timeline.

< Ss: Skim and divide the text into several parts and find out the main idea of each
part.

Purpose: To figure out the textual structure and the general idea of the text.
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Guided questions:

1. What’s the genre of the text?

2. What is the writing order of the text?

3. Can you divide the text into four parts according to the timeline?

Independent activity 4: Scanning Para. 1-2 and finding out the setting of the

earthquake
< T: Ask students to read Para.1-2 and find out the time and location of the
earthquake.

< Ss: Read Para. 1-2 and find out when and where the earthquake happened.
Purpose: To clarify the setting of the earthquake.

Guided questions:
When and where did the earthquake strike? How do you know that?

Interactive activity 5: Scanning Para. 3-5, figuring out the damage caused during the
earthquake and perceiving Leo’s feelings

< T: Guide students to figure out the damage caused during the earthquake by
locating verbs related to the earthquake.

< Ss: Read Para.3-5 and find out the damages caused during the earthquake .

< T: Perceive Leo’s feelings in the face of the earthquake by finding out clues.

< Ss: Infer Leo’s feelings by looking for some clues in the text.

Purpose: To help students better understand the destructiveness of the

earthquake, perceive people’s feelings and learn some earthquake-related

vocabulary by means of explanations and contexts.

Guided questions:

1. What damage did the earthquake do to the city?

2. How did Leo, the 11-year-old boy feel during the earthquake? How do you
know?

3. Did Leo survive the earthquake? How do you know?

4. Can you imagine his feelings when he was rescued?
(Possible: frightened, grateful, etc.)

5. If you must risk your life to save a person, will you do that?

Interactive activity 6: Scanning Para. 6-7, figuring out the damage caused shortly after
the earthquake and perceiving survivors’ feelings

< T: Guide students to underline the sentences that describe the damage caused
shortly after the earthquake most vividly with “ ” and give reasons.

< Ss: Read Para. 6-7 and underline the sentences that describe the damage caused
shortly after the earthquake most vividly and give reasons.

< T: Guide students to underline the sentences that describe survivors’ feelings
shortly after the earthquake most vividly with “ ” and give reasons.

< Ss: Underline the sentences that the students think describe survivors’ feelings
most vividly and give reasons.

Purpose: To help students better understand the destructiveness of the
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earthquake, perceive people’s feelings and learn some earthquake-related
vocabulary by means of explanations and contexts.

Guided questions:

1. Which sentences do you think describe the damage shortly after the earthquake
most vividly? Why?

2. Which sentences do you think describe the survivors’ feelings most vividly?
Why?

Interactive activity 7: Scanning Para. 8-10 and figuring out what happened several
days after the earthquake.

< T: Guide students to read Para. 8-10 and find out what happened several days
after the earthquake.

< Ss: Read Para. 8-9 and find out the damage caused to the city and survivors’
reactions to the earthquake.

Purpose: To figure out the destructiveness of the earthquake and survivors’

reactions to it.

Guided questions:
1. What did the mayor call on the crowd to do after the earthquake?
2. What did Leo and his friends decide to to do?

II1. Post-reading
Interactive activity 8: Exploring the meaning of “spirit”.

< T: Guide students to figure out the true meaning of spirit and find clues to support
their opinions.

< Ss: Discuss the true meaning of “spirit” and find clues with group members.

Purpose: To help students better perceive the spirit people demonstrate when

facing disastrous situations and appreciate humanity and human dignity.

Guided questions:
What kind of “spirit” does the city have? Why do you think so?

Interactive activity 9: Sharing opinions on whether students will stay and rebuild the
city.

<> T: Encourage students to express their opinions on whether they would stay and
rebuild the city if they were Leo.

< Ss: Share opinions with the teacher and classmates on whether they will stay and
rebuild the city if they were Leo.

Purpose: To deepen students’ understanding of the text.

IV. Assignments

1. Read the text twice and circle the useful words and expressions.

2. Finish the exercises of Comprehension I, II and III on Page 54 in the textbook.

3. Write a diary about your experience in the earthquake and your feelings in the voice
of Leo. (100-120 words)




