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Cheliing 1 Getting Started/ Reading A
1 Reading A/ Vocabulary Focus
1 Reading A/ Grammar in Use
1 Listening& Viewing
1 Speaking
1 Writing

1 Critical Thinking&Further Exploration




¢ >] H¥s Learning Objectives:

At the end of the lesson, you will be able to ...
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- identify the main characters and plots of the short story;

\\z%%%%%%E,ﬁﬁk%%@%ﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%;

- analyze the emotional ups and downs from the detailed description;
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- explore the meaning of friendship based on the
development of the story and the ending.




THE LAST LEAF




THE LAST LEAF

At the top of a three-storey
building in Greenwich Village lived Sue
and Johnsy. When they met for the first
time, the two young women painters
discaovered that they liked the same
kind of art, the same kind of food,
and the same kind of clothes, So they
decided to live and work together.

Toward winter, a bad sickness —
preumania — visited the village and
touched many people, including
lohnsy. She lay an her bed almost
without moving.

One morning the busy doctor
spoke to Sue zlona, “She has a chance,
if she wants to lve. Yet your little lady
has decided not to get well”

After the doctor had gone, Sue
went into the warkraam to cry, Then
she walked into lohnsy's room, smiling
and singing.

lohnsy lay there, very thin and
guiet, with her face toward the
window. Sue stopped singing, thinking
that Johnsy was asleep.

Then she heard a low sound, again
and again. Sha went guickly to the
bedside, lohnsy was looking out the
window and counting.

“Twelve,” she said; and a little later,
“Eleven”; and then, "Ten,” and, "Mina";
and then, “Eight,” and, “Seven,” almost
together

Sue looked out the window. There
was only the side wall aof the raxt
house and an old tree against the wall.

“5ix,” said Johnsy in a lower voice.
"There goes another one, There are
only five now.”

“Five what, dear?™

“Leaves. On the tree. When the
lazt one falls, | must go, too. I've known
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that for three days. Didn't the doctor
tell you?™

“0h, | never heard of such a thing,”
said Sue. “What have old ivy leaves to
do with your getting well? The doctor
told me this morning that vou had very
good chances, Try to eat a little mow.
Then | will ga back to wark and sell my
picture to buy you something good to
eat ta make you strang.”

“Thera goes another,” said Johnsy,
still looking out the window. "No; |
don't want anything to eat, Now there
are four. | want to see the last one fall
before night. Then I'll go, too”

“Try to steep,” said Sue. 1 must call
Behrman up to be my model for the
picture. I'll not be gone a minute.™

Qid Behrman was a painter who
lived on the ground floar beneath
them, He was past sixty and had had no
success as a painter. He had been always
about to paint a masterpiece, but had
never yet begun it

He earned a little by serving as

a model to those young artists. And . .

he belisved that it was hiz duty to do
everything possible to help Sue and
lohnsy.

Eue found him in his dark roem,
and told him about lohnsy and tha
leavies. Old Behrman shouted his angar
owver such an idea.

lohnsy was sleeping when they
went up. Sue covered the window,
and took Behrman into the workroom.
There thay looked cut the window
fearfully at the tree. A cold rain was
falling, with a little snow in it too.

Eue began to paint and worked
through most of the night after
Behrman left.

In the marning, she went to
Johnsy's bedside. With her eyes wide-
open, Johnsy was locking toward the
window. "l want to s2e” she told Sue.

Sue took the cover from the
window.

But after the beating rain and the
wild wind through the whole night,
thare yet stood out against the wall
ane ivy leaf.

*It is the last one,” =aid Johnsy.
“It will fall today, and | shall die at the
sarme time”

The day ware away. As it grew
dark, they could still see the leaf, And
then, as the night came, the nmorth
wind began to blow again, The rain
still beat against the windows. The
next morning, the leaf was still there.

lohnsy lay for a long time looking
at it. And then she called to Sue,
“Lamething has made that |ast leaf
stay there to show me how bad | was
It Is wrgng to want to die, Il try to eat
mow.”

The doctor came in the afterncon,
and Sue had an excuse to go inta the
hallway as he left.

"Ewen chances,” said the doctor.

= Comprehension Plus

“\With good nursing you'll win.”

The next day the doctor said 1o
Sue, “Sha’s out of danger. You've won,
Nutrition and care now — that’s all.”

And that afterncon Sue came to
Johnsy's bed and put one arm around
her.

I have something to tell you,” she
said, “Mr Behrman died of pneumonia
today, When people found him in his
rocm, his shoes and his clothes were
wiet and as cold as ice.

“and then they also found a lantern
that he had taken outside and his
materials for painting. And —

“Look aut the window, dear, at
the last leaf on the wall. Didn't you
wonder why it never moved when
the wind blew? It is Behrman's great
masterplece.”

Note

The text is adapted from ©. Henry's shart
stary The Last Leaf, which was published
in 1907, Q. Henry is the pen name of
Willlam Sydney Porter [1262-1910), an
American short story writer. His stories are
well kngwn for their surprise endings.

I. Fill in the blanks to complete the plot of The Last Leaf.

| Sue's friend, Johnsy,
gat

The doctor tald Sue that
Johnsy was

Sue told their friend
that Johnsy thaught she weuld
when the last leaf

Il. Answer the guestions.

J Sue tald Johnsy Mr Behrman
: the last leaf and died of
L pneumonia.

TP

1. How did Sue and Johnsy become roommates?
2. What did the doctor recommend for Johnsy to recover?

3. Who was Mr Behrman?

4. Why did Sue go to find Mr Behrran?

5. How did Sue support Johnsy during her recovery fram her disease?

6. What did Sue mean by telling lohnsy that the last leaf was Mr Behrman’s masterpiece?

Cherishing Friendship

Key elements
of a short story

- Setting
- Character

- Plot



:'Sue’s friend, Johnsy, The doctor told Sue that

| got _pneumonia = | | ~ Johnsy was getting well

" ’JW.‘

nsy Mr Behrman t
ast leaf and died of &

that Johnsy thought she would
_die when the last Ieg_f | feI.I}

1. When did Johnsy change her attitude towards death?
2. What contributed to Johnsy’s change of attitude?



THE LAST LEAF

-

At the top of & three-starey
building in Greenwich Village lived Sue
and Johnsy, When they met for the first
time, the two young women painters
discaverad that they liked the same
kind of art, the same kind of food,
and the same kind of clothes, 5o they
decided to live and work together.

Toward winter, 2 bad sickness
preumania — wisited the village and
touched many people, including
lohnsy. She lay an her bed almost
without moving.

One morning the busy doctor
spoke to Sue alone, “She has a chance,
if she wants to live. Yet your little lady
has decided not to get well”

After the doctor had gone, Sue
went into the workroom to cry, Then
sha walked into Johnsy's room, smiling
and singing.

Johnsy lay there, very thin and
guiet, with her face toward the
window. Sue stopped singing, thinking
that Johnsy was asleep,

Then she heard a low sound, again
and again. Sha went guickly to the
bedside. Johnsy was looking out the
window and counting.

“Twabve,” she said; and a little later,
“Elewen”; and then, "Tan,” and, "Ning";
and then, “Eight,” and, "Seven,” almost
together.

Sue looked out the window. There
was only the side wall of the next
house and an oid tree against the wall.

"Six,” said Johnsy in a lower volcea.
"There goes anathar one, There are
only five now.”

“Five what, dear?”

“Leaves. On the tree. When the
lazt one falls, | must go, too. 've known

that for three days. Didn't the doctar
tel] you ™

“Oh, | never heard of such a thing."”
said Sue. "What have old vy leaves to
do with your getting well? The doctor
told me this morning that vou had very
good chances, Try to eat a little now.
Then | will go back to wark and sell my
picture to buy you something good to
eat to make you strong.”

“There goes another” said Johnsy,
still looking out the window. "Mo; |
don't want anything to eal, Now there
are four. | want to see the last one fall
before night. Then I'll go, too”

“Try to sleep,” said Sue, "1 must call
Behrman up to be my model for the
picture. I'll mot be gone a minwte ™

Old Behrman was a painter who
lived on the ground floor beneath
them, He was past sixty and had bad no
success as a painter. He had been always
about ta paint a masterpiece, but had
never yet begun it

He earned a little by serving as
a model to those young artists. And
he believed that it was his duty to do
evarything possible to help S5ue and
Johnsy.

Eue found him in his dark rocm,
and told him about Johnsy and tha
leaves. Old Behrman shouted his angar
ower such an idea.

lahnsy was sleeping when they
went up, Sue covered the window,
and took Behrman into the workroom.
There they looked out the window
fearfully at the tree. A cold rain was
falling, with 2 little snow in it too,

Gue began to paint and worked
through most of the night after
Behrman feft.

In the marning, she went to
Johinsy's bedside. With her eyes wide-
open, Jlohnsy was looking toward the
window. "l'want to see,” she told Sue.

Sue took the cover from the
window.

But after the beating rain 2nd the
wild wind through the whale night,
there yet stood out against the wall
ane ivy leaf,

“It is the last one,” said Johnsy.
"It will fall taday, and | shall die at the
sarme fime”

The day wore away. As it grew
dark, they could =6l see the leaf, And
then, as tha night came, the north
wind began to blow again. The rain
still beat against the windows. The
next morning, the leaf was still thera.

Johnsy lay for a long time looking
at it. And then she called to Sue,
“something has made that last leaf
stay there to show me how bad | was
It is wrong to want to die. I'll try to eat
now.”

The doctor came in tha afternoon,
and Sue had an excuse to go inta the
hallway as he left.

“Even chances,” said the doctor.

« Comprehension Plus

I. Fill in the blanks to complete the plot of The Last Leaf.

Sue’s friend, Johnsy, | | Jahnsy lesnt from

got__

thatshe could not wait 1o die.

“With good nursing you'll win”

The next day the doctor said to
Sue, “She’s out of danger. You've won,
Nutrition and care now — that’s all.”

And that afternocon Sue came 1o
lahnsy's bed and put ong arm around
her,

| have something to tell vou,” she
said, “Mr Behrman died of pneumonia
today, When people found him in his
room, his shoes and his clothes were
wet and as cold as ice,

“tnd then they also found a lantarn
that he had taken outside and his
materials for painting, And —

“Look aut the window, dear, at
the last leaf on the wall. Didn't you
wonder why it never moved when
the wind blew? It is Behrman's great
masterpiece.”

Mote

The text is adapted fram ©. Henry's shart
stary The Last Leaf, which was published
in 1907, 0. Henry is the pen name of
William Sydney Parter [1262-1910), an
American short story writer. His stories are
weell kngwn for their surprise endings.

The doctor tald Sue that
lohnsy was

Sise told their friend
that johnsy thought she would
wihen the last leaf

. Answer the guestions.

- -

. -
P
r

Sue tald Johnsy Mr Behrman
] the last leaf and died af
i ANBUMONIA.

1. How did Sue and Jahnsy become roommates?
2. What did the doctor recommend for Johnsy to recover?

3. Who was Mr Behrman?
4. Why did Sue go to find Mr Behrman?

5. How did Sue support Johnsy during her recovery from her disease?

6. What did Sue mean by telling lohnsy that the last leaf was Mr Behrman’s masterpiece?

Cherishing Friendship

Group 1
The friendship

between Johnsy

and Sue :

Para

Group 2

The friendship
between
Behrman and

these two

female artists:

Para




Sample analysis:

“dear” shows the intimacy between
Sue and Johnsy and “try to” indicates
that Sue talked to Johnsy with great

patience.

- “Five what, dear?”
- “Try to eat a little now.” to cry. Then she walked into

- ... Sue went into the workroom

Johnsy’s room, smiling and
singing.

Sample analysis:

The contrast between “to cry” and “smiling
and singing” shows that Sue pretend to be
delightful in front of Johnsy, hoping for her

positive attitude towards the disease.



“Five what, dear?” - ... Sue went into the workroom
“Try to eat a little now.”  to cry. Then she walked into
- ... Johnsy’s room, smiling and

AN - . singing.

Your analysis:




Description about his death

- And he believed that it was - Mr Behrman died of
his duty to do everything pneumonia.

possible to help Sue and -

Johnsy. -

Your analysis:




O. Henry’s
Surprise Ending

- What did Sue mean by
telling Johnsy that the last
leat was Mr. Behrman’s
masterpiece?

- What did friendship bring
to Johnsy?

: I'-:

| w - 4 e
)
o i R FR 4
. =4 i
9 =
[l -
L)
2 S h

| \ T ?1ast 1ea{




* As Johnsy’s friends, what do Sue and Behrman

Discussion have in common?
* What are your comments on Sue and Behrman?




Assignment

Read the whole story again, underline more description about the
surroundings or the environment that helps highlight the

friendship and give your reasons.




Thank vou!



