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PRk: Vocabulary Focus: Except from The Old Man and the Sea
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1. FEBEBEFERRGZOCEALHEX, FEAMILFREEXEEENS,
2. MESZMAXMEIIETIEXN;

3. REZMERNFE, THERELHRNEX.

By the end of the lesson, you are expected to:

1. master the key words and expressions in context and use them properly to express
topic-related information and voice opinions;

2. build the word web about classics;

3. summarize the features of literary classics and discuss the meaning of reading classics.

Lead-in activity 1: Reviewing

e Revi Though the fierce shark had been Eilled, the old man still faced a crisis ...
eview >

The shark took the old man’s harpoon and rope

Paragraphs 1-2 The fish was bleeding, which might attract more sharks

"~

First, he felt __very sad as though he himself had been mutilated.

He even regretted hooking the fish

But he successfully cheered himself up.
He believed  that man is not made for defeat.
“A man can be destroyed but not defeated.”
He thought of DiMaggio’s handicap to
search for inspiration and encouragement.

Paragraphs 3-11

As an experienced fisherman, he knew the pattern of what could happen
when he reached the inner part of the current

N >

l Paragraphs 12-14 He decided o arm himself again and see the positive side.

Interactive activity 2: Mastering key words and expressions

1. Literal comprehension

Topic: How did the shark and the old man fight?

Target words & expressions: swing; wrap in; lash; click

Q1: How did the shark struggle?

He swung over and over again, wrapping himself in two loops of the rope.
His tail lashed.

His jaws clicked.

» swingv. swing-swung-swung



®to move backwards or forwards or from side to side while hanging from a fixed point; to make
sthdo this  (fi) &3z, #E #%

Translate: K& iHFLH, ARZIMBELESR.

When the shark struggled, the boat swung fiercely from one side to the other.

@to move or make sth move with a wide curved movement ({§) IMZi=x), #Z, #5

e.g. The boat found the current and swung around.

®to change or make sb/sth change from one opinion, mood, etc. to another (fi) 23 (E.
B%F)

Translate: J&KRAVEZEMERE AN T IRE

The fisherman’s emotions swung from depression to cheerfulness.

swing n.

®a swinging movement of thythm 12£%f); £z, ik, BHTHE

Translate: ZAXHEZ &ER—E.

The old man took a wild swing at the shark.

@a change from one opinion or situation to another; the amount by which sth changes 23, 2
THEE

mood swings &4 IR

Paraphrase: Facing such a pressing problem, the old man’s mood swung.

=Facing such a pressing problem, the old man experienced mood swings.

>  wrap...in...

to enfold, envelop, or enclose someone or something in some material. FJ...3E... FiLXK
Translate: ZAMNFHEER LT .

The bleeding hand is wrapped in bandage.

> lashv.
@to move or to move sth quickly and violently from side to side ({£) RIRIEFN, RBEN
@to fasten sth tightly to sth else with ropes 845,

> click v.

@to make or cause something to make a short sharp sound ({f) AHFRBAE, FREA (SAREE)
e

Translate: FHKE—FE, HETTXEFERANESE,

The camera clicked and captured the huge shark.

@to choose a particular function or item on a computer screen, etc., by pressing one of the buttons
on a mouse or touchpad  (FHRFREERIER L) =y, B

Translate: RdT#%$H, RAMEBIEX (EASEY NELZEER.

Click the button, and you will get more information about the Old Man and the Sea.

click n.

@the act of pressing the button on a computer mouse or touchpad sy, Hif7

@a short sharp sound MRBAF, IREEE

Q2: What weapons does the old man have and how does he fight his attackers?

Target words & expressions: mutilate; harpoon; bleed; hook
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The old man had a boat to sail away from the shark, a harpoon to hit it, and some rope to tie his
catch.
Q3: Do you know why the old man does not like to look at the fish anymore?
Because it has been mutilated. The old man feels as if he himself had been hit.
Q4: Why does the old man regretted hooking the fish?
Because the big fish he caught is bleeding and the smell of the blood would invite more sharks.
He felt painful about the fish being attacked and regretted hooking the fish.
> harpoon n.
a weapon like a spear that you can throw or fire from a gun and is used for catching large fish
BIERRE, BX
Translate: The fish dived as the harpoon struck it.
X—wtE s ERmBEANKS,

> mutilate [ mju:tilert] v.
to damage sth very badly " E#i5, IR
e.g. The bad news is that the fish was badly mutilated.

> bleed v. bleed-bled-bled

to lose blood, especially from a wound or an injury 00, 2510
Fill in the blank: & &RHZ /G, XFETIHAERM.
Having been mutilated by the shark, the fish began to bleed badly.

» hook v.

to catch a fish with a hook % (%)

e.g. At the first cast, I hooked a huge fish, which weighed ten kilograms.

hook n.

a curved piece of metal, plastic or wire for hanging things on, catching fish with, etc. %5; $9%4;

e, &5

2. Inferential comprehension

Topic: What does the old man’s struggle with the shark suggest about the nature of humanity?
Target words & expressions: handicaps; sting; paralyze; unbearable; pattern; current

Why does the old man think of DiMaggio?

Both his hand injury and DiMaggio’s bone spur are handicaps. Just like bone spur troubled
DiMaggio, hand injury made the old man suffer. The old man thought of DiMaggio to search for

inspiration and encouragement.

How is the man’s heel injury?
The sting ray stung it when the old man stepped on him when swimming and paralyzed the lower
leg and made the unbearable pain

What does the old man decide to do toward the dangerous situation?
The old man knew quite well the pattern of what could happen when he reached the inner part of
the current.He knew more sharks would come at the big fish as they smelt the blood of it.
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He decided to keep fighting despite the unbearable pain and the danger.

He never lost his faith and was not defeated because he never gave up on bringing in his fish and
fighting against the coming sharks.

He demonstrated the humanity of determination and courage.

> handicap n.

(becoming old-fashioned, sometimes offensive) a permanent physical or mental condition that
makes it difficult or impossible to use a particular part of your body or mind 5%, 4 IEHRA
Translate: & AR EMIRE DiMaggio fIAETREREE, MAPMIRE T 5.

The old man’s injury reminds him of DiMaggio’s handicap, from which he found encouragement.
handicap v.

to make sth more difficult for sb to do 575, FHIS

Translate: kK & XM F1EE AL TARFA5EH

The old man was handicapped by the loss of harpoon and rope.

> sting n.

the sharp pointed part of an insect or creature that can go into the skin leaving a small, painful and
sometimes poisonous wound (R HRAY) EEr, I, (HEHH) #®, FE

a sting ray

sting v. sting-stung-stung

to feel, or to make sb feel, a sharp pain in a part of their body ({#) &5t HJE

e.g. His cheeks were stinging from the icy wind, but he had no choice but to wait since it would be
the last ferry home. FIFMNENREGMETER, EHREE RAXKEMERNRE—
RERRT

»  paralyze/paralyse v.

to make sb unable to feel or move all or part of their body {F FRE, {FHER

Some animals,to protect themselves in time of danger,can release chemicals that paralyze
predators. § &S BR N ZIFRN — LU EYRREBREERRIEC.

to prevent sth from functioning normally A& 1E % T {&

The recession would paralyze the industry, leading to thousands of workers changing jobs.iX X f&

PUBEENTUREES, SBUTLEANIAREN.

> unbearable adj.
too painful, annoying or unpleasant to deal with or accept MM AY; ToiXIEZH; MIALIER
Translate: fEENE—RRAZE, FEAHEEEMAR,

As time went but, his hand wound was becoming unbearable.

> current n.
the movement of water in the sea or a river;the movement of air in a particular direction (7 ¥ 5

TDEANAGR, R, SR

e.g. Under normal conditions,the ocean currents of the tropical Pacific travel from east to west.

current adj.



of the present time X F[AY, RITHY

e.g. Have you read the current issue of National Geographic Magazine?

3. Critical Comprehension

Topic: Do you think the old man is a hero? Why or why not?

The old man is indeed a hero. In face of adversity, he never lost his hope or give in. Man is not
made for defeat. A man can be destroyed but not defeated.

Target words & expressions: be made for

>  be made for

to be ideally suited for someone, something, or some activity ..., REEN, =REBEH
e.g. Even though he was only 8, everyone could tell that DiMaggio was made for baseball.
Answer the question: What do you think you are made for?

I am made for writing.

Independent activity 3: Employing key words and expressions

1. Key Vocabulary

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of the given words and expressions
to complete the book review. Note that there is one option you need twice, and
three more than you need.

defeat destroy sail (be) armed with bleed hit
unbearable intelligent  current step on catch last

The Old Man and the Sea is Hemingway’s best novel. Time may show it to be
the best single piece of his and his contemporaries’. Until now, the victories and
1 defeats of his men and women have been at the hands of each other, just to
prove to themselves or one another how tough they could be. But this time, he wrote
about pity; he wrote about something somewhere that made them all; he wrote about
the old man who was now handicapped, hardly 2_armed with any weapons and who had
3 sailed  for three days with 4 _unbearable pain to catch a fish, with the charming
pose of decency and determination; he wrote about the fish that 5 bled  and
gave fresh scent, that had to be 6 ___caught  and then taken away; he wrote about the
sharks which robbed the old man of his fish and had to be killed. He made them all and
loved them all and pitied them all. This time in this novel, the old man knew his victory
over the big fish and the first invading shark was too good to 7 last . There
would be more sharks coming. However, the fisherman still chose to fight for his pride
and dignity because he believed he was more 8 _intelligent than the shark. He truly
believed that “A man can be 9 _ defeated but not 10 _destroyed ”

What other literary classics have you read or learned about? Can you make a similar introduction
to us?

Oliver Twist, published in 1838, is one of Charles Dickens's best-known and well-loved works. It
has been considered a classic ever since it was first published. It has also been adapted to a film
and a long-running Broadway musical.

Born an orphan, the protagonist Oliver Twist went through twists and turns in his life from cruel
apprenticeship to den of thieves in search of a true home. In the novel, Dickens reveals the social
suffering and deep injustice. His success in presenting the underworld and problems of poverty to

the well-off and his distinctive language style of satire, humor and exaggeration makes Oliver
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Twist an enduringly popular literal classic.

Cooperative activity 4: Brainstorming on the features of a classic

What is a classic? What are its features?

A classic is a well-known work of high quality or of great significance in a certain field.
A classic might be a typical example of its kind.

The value of a classic endures the test of time and are well-recognized by the public.

Interactive activity 5: Highlight topic-related expressions and building a word web about

classics

1. Topic-Related Expressions

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of the given expressions to complete
the passage. Note that there are two options more than you need.

The word “classic” is used in different senses. It may be used, for instance, to refer to
a work 10f high authority or of great historical importance in a particular field. So Darwin’s
Origin of Species could be described as a classic work of biology. The word is also used to
describe properties concerned with beauty or 2 _the appreciation of beauty such as the
style of a dress or the line of a building. It typically suggests 3 gracejulness and simplicity
In the field of literature, writers tend to use “classic” to refer to a literary work not only of
superb quality, but also of 4 well-established reputation  Literature is 5rich in wisdom
offering the best that has been thought and said. What makes a work of literature
a “classic” is that it deals with 6 dsubject of universalimportance and can portray
7 _the nature of things |, the structure of reality and the enduring timeless truths that
8 touchevery person’s life .

Features of classics

* be of high authority
* be of great historical importance ‘ Origin of Species ‘
in a particular field

* be concerned with beauty or the
appreciation of beauty - .
* suggest gracefulness and simplicity

The style of a dress
The line of a building

» be of superb quality and well-established The Last Leaf

e ) . Robinson Crusoe
= deal with subject of universal importance
- The Road Not Taken

* portray the nature of things =
the structure of reality Of Studies
enduring timeless truthsthat | s

touch every person’s life

Reflective activity 6: Discussing the meaning of reading classics
Why shall we read classics? You may refer to The Old Man and the Sea as an example. Please
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state your reasons and use as many expressions in the word web as possible.

First of all, classics are of high quality and authority. Their appreciation value has stood the test of
time, therefore giving people a sense of beauty.

They open our mind to the unchanging human nature and the enduring timeless truths that touch
everyone’s life. Classics take you back in time, not only to teach you history but to help you
understand why human nature hasn’t changed much over the centuries. Just as Hemingway said in
The Old Man and the Sea, “A man can be destroyed, but not defeated”. The old man’s spirit of
never giving in touches everyone’s heart. The old man’s fighting with the sharks inspires readers

to overcome challenges in their life.

Assignments
1. Create your own version of word web about classics.
2. Write an introduction about a literary classic. Make sure you illustrate what makes it a classic

and state the meaning of reading it.





