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Lesson Plan
By the end of this period, students will be able to:
1. understand and recognize the form and the use of the subjunctive mood (wish/ if only) by
reviewing the text and showing some examples;
2. use the subjunctive mood (wish/ if only) by rewriting sentences and understanding their
meanings;
3. use the subjunctive mood (wish/ if only), when necessary, to describe classic works,

characters etc.

Procedures:

I. Independent activity 1: Lead in

*T: Ask students to review the content of reading A.
*Ss: Share their answers and make comments on peers’ review.

Purpose: To elicit the topic.

Guided questions:
1. What do you think of the old man in Hemingway’s classic work?

2. Do you agree with your friends?

II. Independent activity 2: Watch and conclude

*T: Guide students to understand the subjunctive mood correctly through reviewing the text
and analyzing some examples.
*Ss: Read the examples, conclude the basic rules and understand their meanings.

Purpose: To help Ss form a correct understanding of the subjunctive mood (wish/if
only).

Guided questions:
1. Was the old man’s experience at sea a dream?

2. Did the old man hook the fish?



3.  What verb forms are used in the clauses after the word “wish”?

[II. Interactive activity 3: Rewrite the sentences

*T: Ask students to orally share the rewritten sentences and make comments on peers’
work.
*Ss: Rewrite the sentences by using the subjunctive mood and understand their meanings.

Purpose: To check students’ understanding of the subjunctive mood and their use of it.

Guided questions:
1. Can you change the sentences from the text with “I wish”, and “If only”?

2. Can you figure out what kind of feelings the subjunctive structure expresses?

IV. Interactive activity 4: Presentation

*T: Introduce the Helen Keller’s classic biography, Three days to light, and ask students to
have a discussion and express their wishes and regrets if they were as blind and deaf as Helen
Keller in their writing.

*Ss: Work in groups to prepare for the presentation.

Purpose: To help students put the use of the subjunctive mood into real communication
and to help them form positive attitudes towards life.

Guided question:
1. What other classics have you read?
2. If you were blind and deaf as Helen Keller in her classic biography “Three days to light”, try

using “I wish” or “If only” to express your wishes and regrets.

V. Assignments:

1. Topics for further practice:
If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be?
What is something that you wish your partner or friend would stop doing?
Think back to being a teenager. What’s something that you wish you had done differently?
What were some things you wish you hadn’t done in an interview?

2.  Write a short passage titled “Three days to light” and express your wishes and regrets if you
were as blind and deaf as Helen Keller in your writing. Try using the subjunctive mood
(wish/if only), when necessary.





