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Lesson Plan
By the end of this period, students will be able to:
1. conclude the main idea and supporting details of the listening material with the help of some
key words and outline;
2. deduce the characters’ feelings through their facial expressions and behaviors while watching
the video clip;
3. express their own opinions on life and poetry, thus realizing the meaning of life and the

charm of poetry.

Procedures:

I. Interactive activity 1: Sharing knowledge about Bertrand Russell and his works.

*T: Show a picture of Bertrand Russell and raise questions about Bertrand Russell and his

works.
*Ss: Talk about their knowledge of Bertrand Russell and his works.

Purpose: To activate students’ background information and prepare students for the
listening task.

Guided questions:

1. Who is Bertrand Russell? What are his works?

II. Independent activity 2: Watching the video clip and identify Russel’s two main

suggestions for the future generation.

*T: Ask students to watch the video clip of the interview and guide students to grasp the
main idea of the video clip.

*Ss: Watch and grasp the main idea of the video clip.

*T: Ask students to listen and complete the passage. (detailed information of Russel’s
interview)

*Ss: Listen to the interview and fill out the blanks.

Purpose: To catch the main idea and details of the interview.

Guided questions:

What does Russel mainly talk about in the interview?



[II. Independent activity 3: Talk about the factors important for intellectual development.

*T: Encourage students to think further about intellectual development.
*Ss: Talk about the factors important for intellectual development.

Purpose: To provoke deep thinking about the message conveyed in the interview.

Guided question:

What else might be fundamental for intellectual development?

IV. Independent activity 4: Offering background information about the film.

*T: Ask students to talk about the film Dead Poets Society.
*Ss: Introduce the film Dead Poets Society.

Purpose: To offer background information and prepare students for the viewing task.

Guided question:

What does the film Dead Poets Society talk about?

V. Interactive activity 5: Understanding the features of Keating’s class and students’

expressions.

*T: Ask students to watch the video clip and figure out the features of Keating’s class and
talk about students’ expressions.

*Ss: Talk about the differences between Keating’s class and other classes and students’
expressions.

Purpose: To get to know the effect of Keating’s classes and words on the students.

VI. Interactive activity 6: Watching the video clip again and complete the table. (Why

poetry matters)

*T: Guide the students to know the meaning of poetry illustrated in the video clip.
*Ss: Talk about the differences between Keating’s class and other classes and students’
expressions.

Purpose: To understand the power of poetry.




VII. Interactive activity 7: Talking about the meaning of poetry and recommending a book,

film or poem.

*T: Guide the students think further about the meaning of poetry.

*Ss: Share their ideas of poetry.

*T: Ask students to recommend a film, a book or a poem, giving reasons.

*Ss: Work in pairs: recommend a film, a book or a poem, setting out reasons and its values.

Purpose: To deep understand the importance of poetry.
To consolidate and integrate what has been learned and apply knowledge to practice.

Assignments:
1. Read the poem What is poetry three times with emotion and appreciation.
2. Add details to your book/film recommendation;

3. Preview “Reading B” by reading the poem aloud and look up new words in the dictionary.





